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Lesson for March 16 in this issue 


Lesson 11.—The Church and Community 
Evangelism. Mark 5:18-20; Luke 8:26-39; 
10:1, 2; Acts 5:42; 1 Thessalonians 1:6-10. 
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“There Hath Not Failed 
One Word” 
By Dorothy Conant Stroud 


HERE hath not failed one word of 
His good promise, 
Nor can one fail as all the ages, roll! 
Uplifted by His grace, sustained in trials, 
I prayerfully can trust my trembling 
soul 
To Him who calmed the raging, lashing 
tempest, 
Whose voice spake peace upon the 
troubled sea; 
My barge is frail, but oh, no storm can 
harm it 
While Christ, the Son of God abides 
with me! 
we 


Borrowed Time? 


Every now and then someone says 
that he is living on “borrowed time.” 
Perhaps an operation, or course of treat- 
ment, or a prolonged rest has cured or 
arrested a serious illness that might 
have cost him his life, and now he feels 
that he has a new lease on life. The 
doctors have told him that with rea- 
sonable care he may live a long time, 
and so his hopes are raised, his enthusi- 
asm renewed, and he looks forward to 
more years of work and recreatign. 
But is there such a thing as “borrowed 


time”? Not for the Christian, if he sees 
things from God’s point of view, who 
declares “the end from the beginning” 
(Isa, 46:10), and of whom James said, 
“Known unto God are all his works 
from the beginning of the world” (Acts 
15:18). If any part of a Christian’s 
span of life is a loan, it is all borrowed. 
His life is not cut short by the “scissors 
of fate,” for he ought to say with the 
psalmist, “My times are in thy hand” 
(Psa. 31:15). If the hairs of our “head 
are all numbered” (Matt. 10:30), cer- 
tainly the years of our life are deter- 
mined. Though Satan was allowed to 
test Job to the utmost, yet he could not 
take his life, for “the Lord said unto 
Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but 
save his life” (Job 2:6). Why God 
allows some to live long lives and cuts 
others off in youth or early life is a 
great mystery, and only rarely do we 
get gleams of light upon it. In 1900, 
when the Chinese turned against all 
foreigners, Jonathan Goforth was beaten 
to the ground by blows from swords 


and clubs that left him apparently 
bleeding to death. But help came and 
he was taken to a small mud hut, where 
he lay, still and pale, on a straw mat 
for eight hours. Finally he was able 
to get up, to go on with his family, 
and as his wife started forward to sup- 
port him, he put her gently: from him, 
saying quietly: “Only pray. The Lord 
will give me strength as long as He has 
work for me to do.” And so he con- 
tinued on, until during the night of 
October 7-8, 1936, in his son’s home at 
Wallaceburg, Ontario, he passed away 
quietly in his sleep. “His attitude was 
one of complete rest,” his wife wrote, 
“his face resting on one hand, relaxed 
and open, while the other, also relaxed, 
lay beside it. The doctor said he had 
passed just about the time I had risen 
and had not known death.” So our 
main concern should be, not how long 
have we to live, but are we using the 
time we have for His glory? “Redeem- 
ing the time, because the days are evil” 
(Eph, 5:16). 


The Healing Waters of Jordan 


By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


“Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers 
of Damascus, better than all the waters 
of Israel? may I not wash in them, and 
be clean? (2 Kings 5:12.) 


HE story of Naaman brings before 

us a man with a hidden burden, de- 
spite all his outward prosperities; 

it brings before us, too, the greatness of 
the message which may be proclaimed 
by a humble instrument, and a little- 
to-be-reckoned-upon agent. Again it 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“There hath no _ temptation 
taken you but such as is common 
to man: but God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will 
with the temptation also make a 








able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). 








way to escape, that ye may be | 








illustrates the divine recognition of the 
incomplete faith of one who goes to 
the king of Israel, rather than to the 
King of kings, and who later finds his 
search divinely directed to God Himself. 
It speaks of the humble prophet who is 
careless of honors, and who proclaims 
the unacceptable, just because he knows 
it is the necessary, and the divine way 
of blessing. It brings before us the 
great miracle of healing—the cleansing 
of the leper, of which all else is but 
accessory in this story. 

“Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of 
Israel? may I not wash in them, and 
be clean?” Let us consider these words 
of Naaman, the Syrian captain, con- 
fronted with a divine revelation which 
came to him in an unlooked-for way; 
confronted with the promise of healing 
of which he stood in such dire need; 
but whose pride and prejudice were at 
once aroused by the command: “Go 
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. . +» wash in Jordan.” When a man has 
time to consider his speech, the real 
man can quite well be hidden behind 
the words uttered. But when a man 
speaks on the instant, the real man 
speaks. This is the real Naaman who 
is speaking now. It is his contemptu- 
ous contrast between Syria, his own 
land, and all that it has—its religion, 
its commerce, its widespread influence 
and power—and Israel. It is his con- 
temptuous contrast between his own 
world—and all that it holds, its re- 
sources, and all that is available for his 
own use—and the direct revelation of 
God. He has come to be healed; not 
to be humbled. He is concerned enough 
to come for healing, but he is not con- 
vinced enough to yield when he does 
come. He has come, not to do homage 
to Israel, or to Israel’s God, but because 
there is an inner need burdening his 
soul, darkening his days, and disturbing 
his life. 

Naaman is typical of men today, who, 
when they are confronted with a divine 
revelation, immediately turn to their 
own Syria, and say: “Are not Abana 
and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better 
than all the waters of Israel? may I not 
wash in them, and be clean?” The same 
spirit is manifested all round about us 
today. Its echo is heard in that queru- 
lous plea for the old just because it is 
old. There never was a minister yet, 
with a vision of God in his soul, and 
the need of his people, who did not 
have those in his congregation who 
said: “Are not Abana and Pharpar, 
rivers of Damascus, better than all the 
waters of Israel?” 

This same spirit is seen in the awak- 
ened man who is confronted with the 
claims of the Gospel, and who imme- 
diately begins to contrast his human 
resources with the divine provisions. He 
contrasts the splendor of his own world, 
mental or material, with the severities 
of the Gospel. He contrasts the power 
of his own self-efforts with the saving 
efficacy of the evangel of Christ. On 
every hand we see men making choice 
between “Abana and Pharpar” and 
“Jordan.” The one who is confronted 
with that choice is on the verge of a 
great crisis, which will lead to life and 
healing, the lifting of his burden, the 
chasing away of his gloom, and the 
sanctifying of his life. 

It has to be admitted, though sadly, 
that “Abana and Pharpar” are very 
much more inviting, much fairer of 
prospect, than is “Jordan.” Very often 
generosity, kindness, and sympathy are 
more frequently manifested in the 
world, among those who do not profess 
the name of Christ, than they are in 
the Church, among those who do profess 
devotion to His name, and to His cause. 
But that is not the fault of the Gospel; 
it is not the fault of Jordan, but of those 
who live on its banks, and are content 
to experience its healing properties, and 
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to receive the blessings of its life, with- 
out giving one thought, or care, as to 
the cultivations of its banks. It is the 


. fault of those who are only concerned 


in getting what they can from God— 
the salvation of their souls, the cleans- 
ing of their sins; but who give little 
thought or care to making the land 
through which Jordan flows to blossom 
as the rose. They have no thought to 
the giving of their devotion and strength 
to the cultivation of their characters, 
which would, surely, be the best evi- 
dence of the efficacy of Jordan’s healing 
waters. They have little concern for 
the needs of the wilderness dwellers 
round about them. If men and women 
of the world today are being influenced 
toward “Abana and Pharpar” and 
against “Jordan” the fault must lie with 
us. Is the world able to say of us, 
“These Christian people take no inter- 
est in great social questions, in the 
sweetening of lives polluted by corrup- 
tion, in the protection of the weak, in 
the helping of those who cannot help 
themselves”? If so, then we cannot be 
surprised if they refuse to accept the 
Gospel, because they see nothing of its 
influence in our lives. 

Albeit, even so, making all allowances 


(Continued on page 173) 








Notes on Open Letters 


What About C. S. Lewis 
and His Writings? 


If this is a suitable question, may 
I ask you to give your opinion of the 
writings of C. S. Lewis? I am inter- 
ested to know if you would recom- 
mend, “Mere Christianity” to a group 
of “Students Christian Movement” as 
a study book, Would the “Screwtape 
Letters” lead young people to wish 
for Bible truth and think on spiritual 
matters? 

I find the S. S. Towes our dear com- 
panion as we grow older in our pil- 
grim- way.—A Canadian Club Secre- 
tary. 

In order to give intelligent answers 
to these questions, the Editor wrote to 
two well-known Christian men who 
have met and talked with C. S. Lewis 
and are familiar with his writings. They 
are Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, headmaster 
of the Stony Brook School, Stony Brook, 
Long Island, N. Y.; and Dr. Clyde S. 
Kilby, professor of English, Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, Ill. Their interesting 
and enlightening replies are given here- 
with. 

Dr. GAEBELEIN 


“I have read a good many of C. S. 
Lewis’s books and think very highly 
of them. ‘Mere Christianity’ is made 
up of a series of talks he gave over the 
British Broadcasting System. Lewis has 
a great gift for making essential Chris- 
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tian truth plain. He handles ideas with 
brilliant facility. He is an intellectual 
rather than a devotional writer. Some 
have rather aptly called him ‘the apos- 
tle to the skeptics. Having been an 
atheist in his earlier years, he knows 
the other side. 

“I think that it is fair to say that 
Lewis’s approach is very persuasive 
from the intellectual and rational point 
of view. While he has the highest re- 
gard for the Bible, his writings are 
not at all expository. I should say that 
his is mainly an extra-Biblical approach. 
I do not say this in a derogatory way. 
There are people who shy away from 
the Bible who can be initially jolted 
out of their indifference by a writer like 
Lewis. I am sure that Lewis believes 
in the essentiality of the Bible. I my- 
self have used his books with the type 
of unbeliever who won't begin -with the 
Bible. 

“To sum up, let me say that I cer- 
tainly feel that most of C. S. Lewis's 
writings have a genuine place in Chris- 
tian witness. They are an unusual but 
very stimulating example of modern 
apologetics. On the other hand,_ in- 
quirers must be urged to go from Lewis 
to the Word of God.” 


Dr. KILBY 


“I feel that C. S, Lewis is the most 
rewarding writer on Christian themes 
in our generation. I have been recom- 
mending him to college students, and I 
see no reason why any Christian should 
not benefit greatly from his books, He 
was one of the most scholarly men in 
England even while he was an atheist. 
When a man of that sort turns to Chris- 
tianity, what he says can hardly help 
being exciting and meaningful. 

“Both in thought and expression I feel 
that he is superb. He knows how to 
convey meaningful ideas in a language 
which has the straightforward simplic- 
ity of the great writer. He has the good 
taste to avoid triteness on the one hand 
and theological polysyllables on the 
other. It has been my pleasure to read 
some of his books several times, and I 
have found that they continue to yield 
values the more they are examined. 
The ‘Screwtape Letters’ is, I think, his 
most widely read book and certainly 
one of his best. This book illustrates 
his oblique approach, for in it we have 
Christianity examined from the Devil's 
point of view. By turning an idea up- 
side down Mr. Lewis frequently gives 
us our first real view of it right side up. 
In other words, he is not afraid to make 
use of imagination and creative art 
when he writes about Christianity. 

“I am not enough of a theologian to 
decide the precise rank of Mr. Lewis’s 
orthodoxy, but after reading most of 
his books and also after a personal in- 
terview with him I am convinced that 
he is a man of genuine humility and 
eager to know the truth.” 
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|. Adoniram Judson Gordon 


Missions-minded pastor, teacher, writer 





His Highest,” Oswald Chambers 

makes a trenchant comment on 
Paul’s assertion, “I am made all things 
to all men, that I might by all means 
save some” (1 Cor. 9:22): “A Chris- 
tian worker has to learn how to be 
God’s noble man or woman amid a 
crowd of ignoble things. . . . All God’s 
men are ordinary men made extraordi- 
nary by the matter He has given them. 
Unless we have the right matter in our 
minds intellectually and in our hearts 
affectionately, we will be hustled out 
of usefulness to God. We are not 
workers for God by choice (‘I have 
chosen you’). Many people deliber- 
ately choose to be workers, but they 
have no matter in them of God’s al- 
mighty grace, no matter of His mighty 
word. Paul’s whole heart and mind 
and soul were taken up with the great 
matter of what Jesus Christ came to 
do, he never lost sight of that one thing. 
We have to face ourselves with the one 
central fact—Jesus Christ and Him cru- 
cified.” 

What an apt description of Adoniram 
Judson Gordon! He truly learned to 
be God’s nobleman amid a crowd of 
ignoble things until God through him 
transformed many of them into noble 
things. He was an ordinary man whom 
God made extraordinary by pouring 
into his intellect and heart an over- 
flowing store of almighty grace and 
mighty word. He was not a self-chosen 
worker for God, but was chosen and 
ordained by the great Head of the 
Church, Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 


ik ONE of his books, “My Utmost for 


His LABoRS FOR MISSIONS 

Within the limits of a brief article 
it will be impossible to discuss at equal 
length the many facets of Dr. Gordon’s 
personality and service. Since it was 
his book, “The Holy Spirit and Missions” 
(out of print), that deeply impressed 
and blessed this writer, it seems fitting 
to stress this feature .of an ordinary man 
made extraordinary by the grace of God. 
With this thought agree the words of 
his biographer, his son Ernest: “Were 
it not for the fact that he was one of 
the very foremost figures of his day 
in America in the agitation for a world- 
wide propaganda of Christianity, his 
career would not, perhaps, be of such 
distinction as to require particular rec- 
ord. He would be remembered as a 
useful pastor, a gifted preacher, a friend 
of the poor, and a man of great saint- 
liness. His labors, however, in behalf 
of missions were, during the last decade 
of his life, incessant; they constituted 
his absorbing interest, his inspiring en- 


When it is remembered that the 
lovely tune for “My Jesus, I Love 
Thee” was written by Dr. A. J. Gor- 
don, it seems like an expression of 
the gentleness and tenderness of his 
character. He was the father of the 
late beloved Ernest Gordon, who 
wrote for The Sunday School Times 
for over thirty-three years; and one 
of the leaders in the cause of for- 
eign missions in the last céntury. 
Dr. Gordon’s personality and work 
are well portrayed in a series of 
four articles by Dr. Seville, who was 
for many years a missionary of the 
China Inland Mission in China and_ 
later on the home staff, and for a 
time a teacher at Faith Theological 
Seminary, now retired. The series 
begins with this article and will 
continue in the next three issues 
of the Times. 





thusiasm. In journeyings often, in 
labors of missionary tours, in labors of 
conventions, in labors of committees, 
as co-editor of the leading American 
missionary review, as author of mis- 
sionary literature, as pastor of a church 
unsurpassed in missionary efforts, as the 
executive head of the denominational 
missionary organization, as the founder 
of a training school for missionaries, he 
toiled to the full measure of his 
strength. Even after his death—sugges- 
tive, indeed, of faithfulness to the end! 
—there was found in his ulster pocket 
an appeal in behalf of the little blind 
girls of Canton who live in the slavery 
of enforced immorality.” 

“After his death” reminds us that Dr. 
Gordon did not reach the psalmist’s 
“threescore years and ten”: born April 
19, 1836, he did not live quite the three- 
score years, dying February 2, 1895. The 
value of a life, however, is not reckoned 
in units of time, but in spiritual units, 
and these cannot be computed by man, 
nor in “man’s day” (A.S.V., marg.): so, 
for a complete evaluation we must wait 
“until the Lord come, who will both 
bring to light the hidden things of dark- 
ness, and make manifest the counsels 
of the hearts; and then shall each man 
have his praise from God” (1 Cor. 4: 
3, 5, A.S.V.). Without knowing the 
“secrets hidden in the dark” and “the 
motives of men’s hearts” (Williams’ 
translation) it is impossible to write 
accurately the lives of God’s workmen; 
we do not have the data for comparative 
biography. 

The Gordons had always been a fam- 
ily of firm religious convictions, versed 
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in the doctrinal teachings of their times, 
willing to witness to the beliefs they 
intelligently and tenaciously held. John 
Calvin Gordon, true to his name, was a 
staunch Calvinist; so, when the discus- 
sion in the Baptist denomination con- 
cerning the “five points of Calvinism” 
resulted in a separation of the Arminian 
members and the formation of the Free 
Baptists, John remained with the parent 
organization, 


A Country Boy 


After the doctrinal] enthusiasm had 
cooled down a bit, John Calvin -Gor- 
don’s interest in the missionary success 
in Burma was very keen, so, the baby 
born at this time, one of twelve chil- 
dren, fell heir to the name of the famous 
Burmese missionary, Adoniram Judson. 
Man¥ ministers and other professional 
men have been born and brought up 
on a farm or in a small village. The 
quiet and elbowroom of this environ- 
ment do not guarantee the worth and 
weight of a man’s character and career, 
but they do help him to cultivate and 
develop his inborn qualities and abil- 
ities. It was so, at ‘any rate, in the 
case of A. J. Gordon, a man whose like 
is far too scarce in these darkening, 
critical days. 

John Calvin Gordon’ owned a small 
woolen mill; it was the type, now no 
longer seen, which was run by the 
owner himself, with the help of his 
family. The buying of the wool from 
the farmer, who brought it to the door, 
the weaving of it, the keeping of ac- 
counts, the repairing of the machinery, 
all made a burden too heavy for one 
man to carry. Adoniram bore his share 
of this indoor work as a matter of 
course, but was glad in the spring to 
exchange it for the healthier tasks on 
the farm. 

In the little village of New Hampton 
among the hills of New Hampshire, the 
Gofdon home was marked by a whole- 
some godliness that bore fruit in the 
fifteen-year-old boy’s deep conviction of 
his sin and his definite acceptance of 
God’s gracious offer of a full and free 
salvation through simple faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He and two sisters 
were baptized in the old millstream 
near his home, and the following year 
he announced to the church his deter- 
mination to be a minister of the Gospel. 


FroM PLOW TO PULPIT 


The first step in his preparation for 
the ministry was a college preparatory 
course in some fitting school. The one 
in New Hampton was connected with 
“the new and lax seceding party”; Cal- 
vinist John Gordon rejected that one 
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for his son and chose a trustworthy 
Baptist school in New London, N. H. 

Not much is told of his life in the 
New London school, but there is this 
comment from one of his_ teachers: 
“Greek he began with me. He liked the 
language, and pursued it with a genu- 
ine zest. He seemed to realize that it 
was the tongue specially prepared by 
God as the depository of His highest 
spiritual revelations. With this lan- 
guage he was to deal in all his future 
study and work. Hence, thoughtful and 
high-purposed as he was, he sought to 
know it. He studied his long and tedi- 
ous lessons in the Greek paradigms in 
pursuit of game which he was bound 
to round up. In later years, when I 
have noted in his writings specially fine 
and discriminating renderings of diffi- 
cult, texts in the New Testament, I have 
thought I could detect an apt and skill- 
ful use of the principles of the Greek 
language first learned in New London.” 

After graduation from preparatory 
school in 1856, Gordon chose Brown 
University, the denominational school 
in Providence, Rhade Island, for his fur- 
ther study, rather than Dartmouth Col- 
lege, “the noble and richly historic 
university of his native State.” The 
four years at Brown meant a financial 
struggle for him, even though the ex- 
penses of a student in those days seem 
to us incredibly low. He applied him- 
self diligently to his studies and made 
progress. “However, in pure scholar- 
ship Gordon took but medium rank. 
... Yet his native gifts were acknowl- 
edged by all. His reading at this time 
was extensive and within certain limits 
multifarious in character.” His devo- 
tional reading deepened his own spir- 
itual life and strengthened his helpful 
influence with his fellow students. One 
of them, his roommate a part of the time 
in academy and in college, had this to 
say of him: “He was a moral and spir- 
itual leader in college, apparently with- 
out the slightest thought of being such, 
and without any special effort ‘on his 
part, just as he has been in the broader 
sphere of life. He realized more per- 
fectly than any man I now recall the 
high ideal of'a deep, genuine, uncom- 
promising piety, without the least trace 
of austerity of sanctimoniousness or 
asceticism. There was in him a delight- 
ful vein of humor, always, however so 
genuinely tempered that it never de- 
scended, as is frequently the case, to 
the level of coarseness or levity, and 
was never suffered to become an occa- 
sion of wounding the feelings of the 
most sensitive. He.was withal so natu- 
ral, so consistent, so magnanimous, so 
charitable, that he won the love and 
admiration of all; yes, even of those 
who were utterly ignorant of or indif- 
ferent to the heavenly grace that dwelt 
so richly in him.” 

At the age of twenty-four Gordon 
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entered the Baptist theological seminary 
at Newton for the three-year course of 
study. During his third year he had 
opportunities to preach in a number of 
small country and suburban churches, 
Shortly before his graduation he was in- 
vited to preach in the Baptist church 
in Jamaica Plain, near Boston. “The 
gentle, open face and thoughtful ser- 
mon won the hearts of all; gt the 
month’s end he was called,” and on 
June 13, 1863, was ordained and installed 
as pastor. 

The young pastor and his wife were 
greatly loved by the members of his 
first charge. His personal appearance 
at this_time must have been attractive. 
He had “a wealth of chestnut hair 


Vill. Train Your Children, 
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brushed across a high forehead, grave 
though kindly eyes of an indeterminate 
blue-gray shade, spare cheeks, a mouth 
mobile and genial, with jaws behind it 
locked in the decision of strongly held 
convictions. His height was above the 
medium, his frame somewhat scantily 
clothed upon, which contrasted mark- 
edly with the massive mold of after 
years. His voice was full, rich, flexible, 
yet a little roughened, they said, as a 
Cremona violin before it attains the 
mellow timbre of maturity. The old 
sexton of the Jamaica Plain Church 
still recalls him walking to and fro in 
the church vestry weekdays persistently 
working to overcome the defect.” — 


(To be continued) 


Counting on the Promises 


And remember God's faithfulness as you pray for them 


By JOHN CHARLES RYLE, D.D. 


In this concluding article of the series on child-training, Dr. Ryle 


gave encouragement to Christian parents. 


He found it in the experiences 


of the patriarchs, in God’s words concerning discipline, and in the great 


privilege of prayer freely given to every believer in Christ. 


It was 


Mrs. Billy Graham (nee Ruth Bell), mother of five children, who first 
called the Editor’s attention to the old booklet from which this series 


has been taken. 


The message was evidently first given in 1844 by Dr. 


Ryle, then rector of Helmingham, England; and published some twenty- 


five years ago by the Mennonite Publishing House. 


THE SUNDAY 


ScHooL TIMEs is now planning to reprint the series in booklet form, 
and further announcement of it will be made. 


NAME this point also, in order to 

guard you against discouragement. 
You have a plain promise on your side, 
“Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he will 
not depart from it” (Prov. 22:6). Think 
what it is to have a promise like this. 


16. Train them, remembering continually 
the promise of Scripture. 
Promises were the only lamp of hope 
that cheered the hearts of the patriarchs 
before the Bible was written. Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph— 
all lived on a few promises, and pros- 
pered in their souls. Promises are the 
cordials that in every age have sup- 
ported and strengthened the believer. 
He that has got a plain text upon his 
side need never be cast down. Fathers 
and mothers, when your hearts are 
failing, and ready to halt, look at the 
words of this text, and take comfort. 
Think who it is that promises, It is 
not the word of a man, who may lie 
or repent; it is the word of the King 
of kings, who never changes. Hath He 
said a thing, and shall He not do it? 
Or hath He spoken, and shall He not 
make it good? Neither is anything too 
hard for Him to perform. The things 
that are impossible with men are pos- 
sible with God. Reader, if we get not 
the benefit of the promise we are dwell- 


ing upon, the fault is not in Him, but 
in ourselves, 

Think, too, what the promise contains, 
before you refuse to take comfort from 
it. It speaks of a certain time when good 
training shall especially bear fruit— 
“when he is old.” Surely there is com- 
fort in this. You may not see with your 
own eyes the result of careful training, 
but you know not what blessed fruits 
may spring from it, long after you are 
dead and gone. It is not God’s way to 
give everything at ence. “Afterward” 
is the time when He often chooses to 
work, both in the things of nature and 
in the things of grace. “Afterward” is 
the season when affliction bears the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness (Heb. 
12:11). “Afterward” was the time when 
the son, who refused to work in his 
father’s vineyard, repented and went 
(Matt, 21:29). And “afterward” is the 
time to which parents must look for- 
ward if they see not success at once— 
you must sow in hope and plant in 
hope. 

“Cast thy bread upon the waters, 
saith the Spirit, “for thou shalt find it 
after many days” (Eccles. 11:1). Many 
children, I doubt not, shall rise up in 
the day of judgment and bless their 
parents for good training, who never 
gave any signs of having profited by it 
during their parents’ lives. Go forward 
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then in faith, and be sure that your 
labor shall not be altogether thrown 
away. Three times did Elijah stretch 
himself upon the widow’s child before 
it revived. Take example from him and 
persevere, 


17. Train them, lastly, with continual 
prayer for a blessing on all you do. 


Without the blessing of the Lord, your 
best endeavors will do no good. He has 
the hearts of all men in His hands, and 
except He touch the hearts of your chil- 
dren by His Spirit, you will weary your- 
self to no purpose. Water, therefore, 
the seed you sow on their minds with 
unceasing prayer. The Lord is far more 
willing to hear than we to pray; far 
more ready to give blessings than we to 
ask them; but He loves to be entreated 
for them. And I set this matter of 
prayer before you as the topstone and 
seal of all you do. I suspect the child 
of many prayers is seldom cast away. 

Look upon your children as Jacob did 
on his; he tells Esau, they are “the chil- 
dren which God hath graciously given 
thy servant” (Gen. 33:5). Look on them 
as Joseph did on his; he told his father, 
“They are the sons, whom God hath 
given me” (Gen. 48:9). Count them 
with the psalmist to be “an heritage” 
and “reward” from the Lord (Psa. 
127:3). And then ask the Lord with a 
holy boldness to be gracious and merci- 
ful to His own gifts. Mark how Abra- 
ham intercedes for Ishmael, because he 
loved him, “O that Ishmael might live 
before thee!” (Gen, 17:18.) See how 
Manoah speaks to the angel about Sam- 
son, “How shall we order the child, and 
how shall we do unto him?” (Judges 
13: 12.) Observe how tenderly Job 
cared for his children’s soul: he “offered 
burnt-offerings according to the num- 
ber of them all: for Job said, It may be 
that my sons have sinned, and cursed 
God in their hearts. Thus did Job con- 
tinually” (Job 1:5). Parents, if you love 
your children, go and do likewise. You 
cannot name their names before the 
mercy seat too often, 

And now, reader, in conclusion, let 
me once more press upon you the neces- 
sity and importance of using every sin- 
gle means in your power, if you would 
train children for Heaven. 

I know well that God is a sovereign 
God, and doeth all things according to 
the counsel of His own will. I know 
that Rehoboam was the son of Solomon, 
and Manasseh the son of Hezekiah, and 
that you do not always see godly par- 
ents having a godly seed. But I know 
also that God is a God who works by 
means, and sure am I, if you make light 
of such means as I have mentioned, your 
children are not likely to turn out well. 

Fathers and mothers, you may send 
your children to the best of schools, and 
give them Bibles and prayer books, and 
fill them with head knowledge; but if 
all this time there is no regular training 
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at home, I tell you plainly, I fear it will 
go hard in the end with your children’s 
souls. Home is the place where habits 
are formed; home is the place where the 
foundations of character are laid; home 
gives the bias to our tastes, and likings, 
and opinions. See then, I pray you, that 
there be careful training at home. Happy 
indeed is the man who can say as Bol- 
ton did upon his dying bed to his chil- 
dren, “I do believe not one of you will 
dare to meet me before the tribunal of 
Christ in an unregenerate state.” 
Fathers and mothers, I charge you 
solemnly, before God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, take every pains to train 
your children in the 'way they should 
go. I charge you, not merely for the 
sake of your children’s souls; I charge 
you for the sake of your own future 
comfort and peace. Truly it is your in- 
terest so to do. Truly your own hap- 
piness in great measure depends on it. 
Children have ever been the bow from 
which the sharpest arrows have pierced 
man’s heart. Children have mixed the 
bitterest cups that man has ever had to 
drink. Children have caused the sad- 
dest tears that man has ever had to 
shed. Adam could tell you so; Jacob 
could tell you so; David could tell you 
so. There are no sorrows on earth like 
those which children have brought upon 
their parents. Oh, take heed, lest your 


own neglect should lay up misery for. 


you in your old age; take heed, lest 
you weep under the ill treatment of a 
thankless child, in the days when your 
eye is dim, and your natural force 
abated. 

If ever you wish your children to be the 
restorers of your life and the nourish- 
ers of your old age; if you would have 
them blessings, and not curses; joys, and 
not sorrows; Judahs, and not Reubens; 
Ruths, and not Orpahs; if you would 
not, like Noah, be ashamed of their 
deeds, and, like Rebekah, be made 
weary of your life by them—if this be 
your wish, remember my advice be- 
times: Train them while young in the 
right way. 

And as for me, I will conclude by 
putting up my prayers to God for you 
all, that you may all be taught of God 
to feel the value of your own souls. 
This is one reason why Christian train- 
ing is despised and. disregarded; you 
feel not for yourselves, and so you feel 
not for your children. You do not real- 
ize the tremendous difference between 
a state of nature and a state of grace, 
and therefore you are content to let 
them alone. 

Now, the Lord teach you all that sin 
is that abominable thing that God 
hateth. Then, I know you will mourn 
over the sins of your children, and strive 
to pluck them as brands from the fire. 

The Lord teach you all how precious 
Christ is, and what a mighty and com- 
plete work He hath done for our salva- 
tion. Then, I feel confident you will 
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use every means to bring your children 
to Jesus, that they may live through 
Him. 

The Lord teach you all your need of 
the Holy Spirit, to renew, sanctify, and 
quicken your souls. Then, I feel sure 
you will urge your children to pray for 
Him without ceasing, and never rest till 
He has come down into their hearts with 
power, and made them new creatures. 

The Lord grant this, and then I have 
a good hope that you will indeed train 
up: your children well—train well for 
this life, and train well for the life to 
come; train well for earth, and train 
well for Heaven; train them for God, 
for Christ, and for eternity. 


Seeing Some Natural Wonders 
of the World 





OR years the readers of THe SUNDAY 

ScHoo.t TrMEs have been enjoying the 
tours to Alaska, and requests keep coming 
for a continuation of them. Once again, for 
the nineteenth year, a Christian Fellow- 
ship Tour is being made available, ar- 
ranged in co-operation with the North- 
ern Pacific Railway Company. It will 
start from Chicago on June 23 and re- 
turn thereto on July 15. 

If you have a yearning for new ex- 
periences in faraway places, with con- 
genial companionship while traveling, 
the trip is recommended for your. con- 
sideration. Here is a delightful vaca- 
tion, because of the good fellowship 
with other Christians, and this is always 
regarded as a high light of the tour. It 
is also a memorable adventure because 
of the scenic regions visited; the na- 
tional parks, the interesting cities, and 
the dramatic and majestic attractions 
in nature which are included. Here 
are some of these attractions: Banff 
National Park, and lovely Lake Louise 
in Canada; Yellowstone and Grand 
Teton National Parks; the cities of Van- 
couver and Victoria, as well as: the 
eight-day cruise in the magnificent In- 
side Passage in calm waters, stopping 
at the interesting ports of Prince Rupert, 
Ketchikan, Juneau, and Skagway. Also, 
there will be some very attractive and 
interesting sightseeing tours, including 
the wonderful Mendenhall Glacier, and 
the Red Lodge Road, going up to 10,000 
feet in the Montana Rockies. 

This tour, as all previous ones, will 
be escorted all the way, so that you, as 


(Continued on page 173) 
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LESSON 11. 


MARCH 16. THE CHURCH AND COMMUNITY EVANGELISM 
Mark 5:18-20; Luke 8:26-39, 10:1, 2; Acts 5:42, 1 Thessalonians 1:6-10, printed text, Mark 5:18-20; Luke 10:1, 2, 


Acts 5:42; 1 Thessalonians 1:6-10. 


Gokden Text.—The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth 
labourers into his harvest.—Luke 10:2 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Mark 5:18 And when he was come into the ship, he that 
had been possessed with the devil prayed him that he might 
be with him, 

19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, 
Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things 
the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on 
thee. 

20 And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis 
how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did 
marvel. 

Luke 10:1 After these things the Lord appointed other 
seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face 
into every city and place, whither he himself would come. 

2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, 
but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his 
harvest. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
HEN I was writing my textbook, 
WV “Personal Evangelism,” 1 I asked 


permission of my friend Dr. Os- 


sire, 
Verse 19.—“. .. 


done for thee. . 


ground read verses 1-17. Christ is leav- 
ing the district at the request of the peo- 
ple, and the newly delivered man wants 
to accompany Him—a most natural de- 


Go home . 
. hOw great things the Lord hath 
The Lord wanted 


Acts 5:42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, 
they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. 

1 Thess. 1:6 And ye became followers of us, and of the 
Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy 
of the Holy Ghost: 

7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Mace- 
donia and Achaia. 

8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not 
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your 
faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not 
to speak any thing. 

9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering 
in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols 
to serve the living and true God; 

10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the 
wrath to come. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


every house .. . teach and preach Jesus 
Christ.” Prohibitioris and beatings did 
not stop the apostles (v. 40). Doubtless 
the preaching was largely done in the 
Temple, where the crowds gathered, and 
the teaching, in the homes. The homes 
referred to were probably the homes of 
the apostles themselves. The Greek 


. and tell 


wald Smith to use one of his poems as 
a banner for the book. At that time 
he graciously told me to be free to use 
any of his poems. I am sure, therefore, 
that he will not object to my using the 
same verses here, and I know of no 
better approach to the subject of this 
week's lesson on evangelism. 

Give us a watchword for the hour, 

A thrilling word, a word of pow’r, 

A battle cry, a flaming breath 

That calls to conquest or to déath. 

A word to rouse the Church from rest, 

To heed the Master’s high behest. 

The call is given: Ye hosts, arise, 

Our watchword is, evangelize! 

The glad evangel now proclaim, 

Through all the earth, in Jesus’ name; 

This word is ringing through the skies: 

Evangelize! Evangelize! 

To dying men, a fallen race, 

Make known the gift of Gospel grace; 

The world that now in darkness lies, 

Evangelize! Evangelize! 


Verse by Verse 
Mark 5:18.—“. . . he that had been 


possessed with the devil prayed him that 
he might be with him.” For the back- 





1 “Personal Evangelism.” By J. C. Macaulay 
and Robert Belton. Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$3.25. 


a witness in this district, and appointed 
this saved man. It is not an easy appoint- 
ment to witness among your own friends 
and kindred. 


Verse 20.—“. . . began to publish in 
Decapolis . . . Jesus had done for him 

car Accepting thé appointment, he 
made the whole district of “the ten 
cities,” southeast of the Sea of Galilee, 
his parish. He was not only a witness, 
but a demonstration, an exhibit. 


Luke 10:1—*. . . the Lord appointed 
other seventy ... sent them two and 
two . . whither he himself would 
come.” Thirty-five teams to prepare 
for Him! That indicates what a tre- 
mendous program the Lord had laid out 
for Himself. Our Gospels give us only 
samplings of His activity. 

Verse 2.—*“. .. pray ye... the Lord 

. that he would send forth labourers 

. .” The Lord spoke this on an earlier 
occasion, just before the sending. out of 
the Twelve on their first mission (Matt, 
9:36 to 10:1). Even the Seventy did 
not meet the total need, and He teaches 
them to pray for more workers, 


Acts 5:42.—“, . . in the temple, and in 


phrase means simply “at home.” 


1 Thess. 1:6.—“. . . followers . . . Of 
the Lord . . . much affliction, with joy 


of the Holy Ghost.” “Followers” here 
signifies “imitators.” See 1 Corinthians 
11:1. The affliction did not kill the joy. 


The joy of the Holy Spirit is not de- 
pendent on circumstances. 

Verse 7.—“. . . ensamples to all that 
believe .. .” Imitators (v. 6), then ex- 
amples (types). The Thessalonians set 
a pattern for the believers in their en- 
tire area. Achaia is Greece proper, and 
Macedonia is to the north. 


Verse 8.—“. . . sounded out the word of 
the Lord in every place a 
The Thessalonians took Macedonia and 
Achaia as their special responsibility for 
evangelization, but word of their con- 
version and zeal reached far beyond 
those areas, in a kind of chain reaction. 


Verse 9.—“. . . ye turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true God.” 
It was a matter of “gossip” that the 
Thessalonians had received the apostolic 
company, and had abandoned their idols 
for “the living and true God.” 


Verse 10.—*. . . wait for his Son from 
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heaven ...” The “blessed hope” was 
part of the Gospel committed to them. 
Notice the phrases “from heaven” and 
“from the dead.” Because He was 
raised “from the dead,” we wait for 
Him “from heaven.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It is quite clear throughout the New 
Testament that the great task of the 
church is evangelism. Every segment 
of the church is embraced in this re- 
sponsibility, right to the last individual 
who claims membership in that great 
body. 

The fulfillment of this obligation will 
take many forms. 

Our lesson presents four pictures of 
New Testament evangelism. The first 
picture is of a man who has been glo- 
riously saved, being delivered by the 
power of Christ from the domination of 
a legion of demons. He is, therefore, 
a notable example of the saving grace 
and power of the Lord Jesus. His ap- 
pointment was to witness to the saving 
work of Christ among his own friends 
and kindred. That was his mission field. 
The whole district around knew what 
he had been. He was now to live the 
new life before them and testify of 
Christ. Let us not forget, then, that 
home is also a mission field. 

The second picture presents Christ 
looking out on His immediate field-and 
realizing the need of workers. He 
already had twelve whom He had 
chosen for special training and *minis- 
try, but His time was running out and 
He prepared a rigorous course for Him- 
self. His wisdom taught Him that much 
time would be saved if preparation were 
made for His visits in these many towns 
and villages. He therefore sent out 
thirty-five teams of two men each to 
go before and prepare the way. One 
might say that they ‘were miniatures of 
John the Baptist. Here is a suggestion 
that much preparatory work should be 
done before an evangelist arrives on the 
scene, and those who do it are having 
a vital part in the ministry. 

The third picture is of two apostles, 
Peter and John. They have just been 
before the Sanhedrin, having been 
beaten with whips and strictly forbid- 
den to preach in the name of Jesus. 
Strangely enough, they are not a bit 
sorry for themselves, nor in any wise 
discouraged. They are coming from 
that experience almost intoxicated with 
joy and more zealous than ever. 
Heedless of human prohibitions, they 
continue their preaching and their teach- 
ing day by day, ministering to the mul- 
titudes that throng the Temple courts, 
and also using their own homes as gath- 
ering places for the little groups who 
sought to know more about Jesus, the 
Christ. “Instruction, then, is a part of 
evangelism, and the cottage meeting as 
valid as the mass meeting. We learn 
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Last Week's Lesson 


10. March 9.—The Church’s Influence 

on Society (Temperance), Mat- 

thew 5:1, 2, 13-16; Acts 19:21-41; 

1 Thessalonians 5:4-8; James 2: 
14-17; 1 Peter 1:13-16, 22 


Next Week’s Lesson 


12. March 23.—The Church and World 
Evangelism. Matthew  28:18-20; 
Acts 13:1-3; Romans 1:14-18 








this, too, that the true evangelist can 


_ be stopped by nothing short of death. 


The fourth picture is of a church. It 
is a church with a vision. These Thes- 
salonian believers had had a real con- 
version, Christ, crucified, risen, and 
coming again was a great reality to 
them. Therefore, like the Apostle Paul, 
they were conscious of a debtorship. 
Their church was not a little exclusive 
fellowship of believers. It was the cen- 
ter of a movement. They took all 
Macedonia and Achaia as their parish, 
till their evangelistic zeal became a 
pattern for all others throughout that 
region and beyond. 

We see, then, that evangelism has a 
great variety of forms. Many methods 
may be used, but every man must dis- 
cover his own field and there make 
Christ known. 


Topics for Development 


Home Missions. At the last interna- 
tional Missionary Conference of the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship an 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT request did the people of 
Gadara make of Jesus? 

2. What request did the healed de- 
moniac of Gadara make of Jesus? 

3. Why did Jesus refuse the request 
of the healed demoniac? 

4. On what two occasions did Jesus 
ask men to “pray ... the Lord of the 
harvest, that he will send forth labourers 
into his harvest”? 

5. What happened to the men who 
prayed that prayer? 

6. How does,the sending out of the 
Seventy reflect ‘on the activity of Jesus? 

7. Where did the apostles hold their 
preaching and teaching sessions in Jeru- 
salem? 

8. What effect did beating and threat- 
ening have on the apostles, Peter and 
John? 

9. What characterized the Thessa- 
lonians’ reception of the Word of the 
Gospel? 

10. What area did the church in Thes- 
salonica take as their spécial evange- 
listic responsibility? 

(Answers on page 171) 
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evangelist from Latin America, Israel 
Garcia, gave some stirring and practical 
messages. Like many another wise 
missionary leader, he insisted that only 
men and women who were called to go 
should go to the foreign field. Lacking 
a divine call, a missionary career will 
be short-lived and fruitless. But it is 
equally vital that a.missionary in the 
homeland be called. One who resists 
the call to the regions beyond on the 
ground of being able to do as much good 
at home will discover to his sorrow that 
he does not do much good at home. The 
emancipated demoniac of Gadara was a 
rea] home missionary—not only because 
he fulfilled his ministry in home terri. 
tory ‘but because he was* fulfilling a 
divine appointment. He was com- 
manded and he obeyed. In his case it 
was his wish to go abroad, to leave the 
region that was home to him and follow 
the Lord Jesus in a physical way. This, 
indeed, would have been easier for him. 
Doubtlessehe felt that in the presence 
of Jesus he would be safer from further 
attacks of the powers of darkness. Per- 
haps he actually feared that the demons 
might return when Jesus was out of 
the way. Apart from that he knew he 
would be a curiosity in that district 
where he had been notorious as a dan- 
gerous case of demon possession, and no 
doubt he shrank from the curiosity of 
the crowds. It is not the easiest thing 
to live a new life at home where every 
slip and mistake is noticed. But one 
thing is sure, that if a man cannot be 
a missionary at home he cannot be a 
missionary abroad, and being a mis- 
sionary at home“is the best training for 
service further afield. Wouldst thou be 
a missionary? Begin at home. 

Missionary Praying. On two occasions 
our Lord invited men to pray the Lord 
of the harvest to send forth laborers 
into the harvest (Matt. 9:36 to 10:1; 
Luke 10:1, 2). The remarkable thing is 
that on both occasions He asked the 
very ones to pray whom He appointed 
to go. Frequently it is said, “We can- 
not all go, but we can all pray.” That 
is true if by the going we mean going 
abroad. At the same time we had bet- 
ter not make prayer a substitute for 
going. When the Lord asked the Twelve 
to pray this prayer it was part of their 
preparation for being sent, and the Sev- 
enty had already been commissioned 
when they were invited to pray that 
prayer. Unless we are willing to be 
sent, it is only hypocrisy to pray. Every 
such prayer should be accompanied by 
the words of Isaiah—“Here am I; send 
me” (Isa. 6:8). The Lord may indeed 
send you no farther than around the 
corner, as in the case of the healed de- 
moniac. He may send you to your own 
home. But the whole point is that when 
we begin to pray that the Lord will 
send forth workers, we must ourselves 
be at His disposal. 
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Outline of the Lesson 

1. The witness of an individual convert 
(Mark 5: 18-20) 

2..The witness of an appointed company 
(Luke 10:1, 2) 

3. The witness of apostolic colleagues 
(Acts 5:42) 

4. The witness of an eager church (1 
Thess. 1:6-10) 


Practical Applications 

If you cannot witness for Christ in 
home territory, you will never make a 
missionary abroad. An ocean voyage 
never made anyone a soul-winner. 

Where human prohibitions run counter 
to the clear command of God, we must 
obey God, whatever the cost. 

If you cannot preach in the temple, 
try teaching at home. 

By all means pray that missionaries 
be sent out—but not unless you are will- 
ing to be one of them. 

You must be a good imitator before 
you can be a good example, »* 

The joy of the world depends on cir- 
cumstances, but the joy of the Holy 
Spirit transcends circumstances. 


Golden Text 

Luke 10:2.—“. . . harvest... great... 
labourers . . . few: pray ye therefore 
. . .” Consider the great discrepancy 
between the work to be done and the 
men at hand to do it. Then pray, and 
keep praying till you find yourself say- 
ing, “Here am I; send me” (Isa, 6:8). 

ELMuorsT, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 
“I Will Sing the Wondrous Story” 
“I've Found a Friend” 
“While Jesus Whispers to You” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
blessed Heavenly Father, we praise 
Thee for Thy love and care for body 
and soul. We are grateful for daily 
food, for loved ones and friends, for 
freedom to read and obey Thy Word, 
and especially for Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour. For all He means to us we 
thank Thee and ask help to live as faith- 
ful Christians and let others know what 
our Lord is to us. Bless and use all 
who live to give others the Gospel and 
use our own church and Sunday school 
here and our missionaries in other 
places to win many to Thee. Let all 
whose life is clouded by grief, illness, 
or any trouble find special mercy from 
Thee. Show those who have brought 
trouble on themselves and others by sin 
that there is hope in turning to Thee, 
and draw them to do so. Give Thy 
guidance to the leaders of the nations 
that right may be done and peace pre- 
served. Enable us each to serve Thee 
and help others. Forgive our past sin 


and failure and make us strong to over- 
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come our failings and to please Thee in 
all our ways, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—That man called 
Legion, clothed and in his right mind, 
was a grand testimony to the Saviour’s 
love and power to save. To him the 
Lord said, “Go home to thy friends, 
and tell them how great things the Lord 
hath done for thee.” To learn that 
Christ had made the wonderful change 
in this man would incline others to be- 
lieve in Him. 

I knew a young man who taught a 
Sunday school class of teen-age boys. 
Seeing one boy showing real interest, 
the teacher asked him to a meal one 
Sunday and they spent the afternoon 
together. The teacher told something 
of what Christ meant to him personally, 
hoping it would help the boy to turn 
to Christ. At night they went to church 
together, and after a Gospel message 





YOURSELF 
TO OTHERS 


TRUST 
COMMEND 


CHRIS 











the pastor invited the unsaved to accept 
Christ. That boy went forward to re- 
ceive the Saviour, and he is himself a 
minister of the Gospel today. The 
teacher’s story of what Christ had done 
for him prepared the way for the 
preacher’s message and helped the boy 
to decide for Christ that night. 

It is not alone the preacher’s message 
but also the testimony of other Chris- 
tians that wins others to Christ. When 
you are a faithful Christian yourself 
and tell others what the Lord has done 
for you, then your friends are convinced 
that the preacher’s message is true. It 
helps them to receive it and the Saviour 
it proclaims. Therefore, 

By life and lip let others see 
That Jesus Christ is all to Thee. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 


we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Go home .. . and tell them how great 
things the Lord hath done for thee .. .” 
(Mark 5:19).—The first prayer of Legion, 
after his conversion, was “that he might 
be with him” (v. 18). And, the Lord 
did not grant his earnest request! In- 
stead of saying, “Come along with me,” 
He said, “Go home!” But this was not 
actually sending Legion from Him; it 
was rather sending him for Him to 
Legion’s friends, that they might hear 
of the great works and compassion of 
the Lord—and profit thereby. 

It has often been said, and should be 
constantly repeated, that the Lord could 
take a sinner to Heaven the moment 
he believes; but He has need of him as 
a witness to others, and therefore leaves 
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him here to be a living and vocal and 
walking testimony. / 

Legion could tell the story of his own 
conversion from a demoniac to a de- 
voted disciple of the Lord; from a des- 
titute wanderer among the tombs to a 
properly clothed learner at the feet of 
his deliverer; and from a disturber of 
the peace to a sober, sane proclaimer 
of the peace, better than anyone else! 

We cannot all be preachers, but we 
can all “go home and tell” and show 
what great things the Lord hath done 
for us, and the wonderful compassion 
He bestowed on us! And the Lord has 
a right to expect that we will do just 
that! Are we doing it? 

Living as I do, in Yosemite, I was 
keenly interested in an incident which 
Dr. William R. Newell related in 1905, 
He said: 

Some time ago I was traveling in the 
Yosemite Valley in California. On my 
way I found some Indians, and preached 
in their camp. 


I noticed a young Indian among them ° 


who was much more intelligent and in- 
terested than the rest. I tried to ex- 
plain the Gospel as best I could to all 
of them. But after the talk I took this 
young man aside and said to him: 

“My dear fellow, I thought you looked 
interested today, more than the rest of 
the Indians.” 

“Oh, yes,” he replied, “I know Jesus, 
He is my Saviour. I try to tell the 
other Indians about Him.” 

“Where did you learn about Jesus?” 

“Well,” he answered, “about three 
years ago the Indians had a fight, and 
I Stabbed a man so that he nearly died. 
I was a very bad boy. They arrested 
me, and sent me to the reform school. 
I was there nearly three years. One 
day a man came to preach to us. He 
told us about Jesus, and how He died 
for us, and rose again; how He loved, 
sinners, and was willing to have any 
sinner trust Him, and confess His name, 
and live for Him. I said in my heart: 
‘I believe this. I know I am a sinner. 
I need this Jesus. I will believe on Him 
now.’ Since that time I have been 
trusting Jesus. Nobody has spoken to 
me since. Nobody spoke to me then. 
I do not know the book they call the 
Bible, but. I have a great desire to 
know it.” 

I, asked, “You talk to the other Indians 
about Jesus, do you?” 

“Oh, yes,” he said, “I can’t help but 
talk about Jesus to the Indians. I love 
Jesus, and want to see them love Him 
and be saved, too.” 

“What do the other Indians say when 
you speak of Jesus?” 

“Oh,” he said, “some of them laugh 
at me, and some of them get angry, and 
some of them don’t care anything 
about it.” ~ 

“Do you give -up talking to them 
then?” I asked. 

“Oh, no,” he answered, “T can’t give 
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up talking about Jesus to them. My 
heart is sad when I see they don’t come 
to Him, but I will keep on talking about 
Jesus who. died for me.” 

How glad I was to instruct him more 
in the Gospel, and to write him after 
I came away, sending him books that 
would help him! 

“.. pray ye... the Lord ,. , that 
he would send forth labourers .. .” 
(Luke 10:2).—Articles in numerous 
missionary magazines which cross my 
desk urge readers to pray more fer- 
vently than ever to the Lord of the 
harvest to “send forth labourers into 
his harvest,” because the harvest is 
great, the laborers few, and the time 
short! 

More Christians than ever seem to 
have an inexplicable feeling that the 
Lord’s promise to come again is about 
to be fulfilled! 

“And daily ... 
teach and preach Jesus Christ” 


they ceased not to 
(Acts 





Little. Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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5:42).—Let us diligently follow their ex- 
cellent example. There is as much need 
today—if not more—to teach and preach 
Jesus Christ. What material we have 
in His eternity of being, His virgin 
birth, His sinless life, His miracles, His 
oracles, His atoning death, His bodily 
resurrection, His ascension, and His 
promised return! 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, one of our Lord’s most 

amazing miracles was the healing 
of that wild beast of a man, the de- 
moniac of Gadara. It is too wonderful 
for the human mind to understand. It 
was a complete transformation from the 
lowest and vilest Sort of life to a high 
type of Christian service. That is a 
long, long. way. The man was a giant 
in physical strength. No chains could 
hold him bound. He snapped them 
apart as though they were cotton twine. 
He lived in caves and roamed among 
the tombs. He ripped his own flesh 
with sharp stones. He was a demoniac 
engaged in destroying himself in the 
most cruel manner. 

What could cause a human being to 
be like that? The answer is in one word 
—unclean. It was not simple filthiness 
of the skin. Soap and water could have 
taken care of that. The original Greek 
word, akathartos, from which the word 
“unclean” is translated also means “im- 
pure, lewd, immoral, foul.” Mark calls 
it “an unclean spirit.” It was way down 
under the skin, deep rooted in the man’s 
nervous system, the growth of early ac- 
quired vile habit. A man does not get 
that way all of a sudden. It may start 
in youth by looking upon impurity, vile 
scenes or pictures (the newsstands are 
filled with them), and keeping company 
with vile companions who think and 
talk lewdly. “Sow a Thought, and you 
reap an Act; sow an Act, and you reap 
a Habit; sow a Habit, and you reap a 
Character; sow a Character, and you reap 
a Destiny.” This poor fellow had gone 
beyond all self-control, was now pos- 
sessed by many devils, and in despera- 
tion was physically strong enough to 
be beyond the control of others. He 
was madly flinging himself to a shock- 
ing end, 

Then Jesus came, 

What a break for: the demoniac of 
Gadara! Only Jesus could cleanse that 
foul spirit. And Jesus did. He com- 
manded the foul spirit to come out of 
him—and it did. Entering two thousand 
hogs feeding nearby, they plunged into 
the lake and drowned. 

And what is the lesson for you and 
me, fellows? It is this: Jesus is the one 
and only remedy for the disease of sin 
—sin of any kind and in any degree. 
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1. For one penny 
a day you can become 
one of the supporters 
of our Isabelle Or- 
phanage at Pusan, 
Korea. 


2. If you wish to 
invest one penny a day 
for the little orphans of 
Korea, we will send 
you a bank mounted 


with beautiful wooden 





figure made by our 
teenage boys. 

3. “For where 
your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.” 
—Matt. 6:21. 

Write to: — 


The Korea Gospel Mission, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 291 
Inglewood, California 








Proud and Happy 
in Old Age 
because of an American Bible Society Annuity! 


ost 
THE 


Those who enjoy 

a regular guaran- 

teed income from 
the American 
Bible Society An- 
nuity Plan areso “= 

happy in their independence, so free 
from worry, most actually live longer 
than people without annuity in- 
comes. Official records prove this. 


Purchase of such an annuity also 
helps support the work of supplying 
Bibles to the peoples of the world in 
their own tongues. Won’t you help? 


que DuAL-ruRr 


™ 
annuity Wi 
pousre-rrovecTion 
gesenves 








Send coupon today! 
ae oe oe oe oe oe oe oe a ————— 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
Please send me, without obligation, your book- 
let SSA-83 entitled ‘‘A Gift That Lives.”’ 


Name. 
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LISTEN DAILY TO THE 


BACK tone BIBLE 
BROADCAST 











AN INTERNATIONAL 


GOSPEL BROADCAST 





Write today for your FREE descriptive 
folder of the Broadcast's ministry. 
Back to the Bible Broadcast 
Box 233 Lincoln 1, Nebr. 
If you live in Canada write to: 
Box 178 Winnipeg, Manitoba 





























Clear, 
instructive 


F Bible Teaching 
awaits you Oil 








RADIO 
BIBLE CLASS 
program 


Tune in each Sunday over 


e THE ABC NETWORK 
9 a.m. Mountain Time 
8 a.m. in all other time zones 


e THE MUTUAL NETWORK 


10 a.m. Eastern Time 
9 a.m. Central Time 

8 a.m. Mountain Time 
9 a.m. Pacific Time 





Write today for your FREE Radio Log 





THE RADIO BIBLE CLASS 


P.O, Box 22 Grand Rapids, Michigan 


COAST TO COAST OVER THE 
ABC AND MUTUAL NETWORKS 
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Are you concerned for yourself about 
some sinful habit which has gotten the 
mastery over you? Are you discouraged 
because you have really tried in your 
own strength and failed? Then ask 
Him to take over. Put yourself unre- 
servedly and unconditionally in His 
hands and He will purge the unclean- 
ness from your life. Do not wait. Un- 
cleanness grows fast. Stake a roadblock 
right now and put the matter wholly in 
Jesus’ hands. “There hath no tempta- 
tion taken you but such as is common 
to man: but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able; but will with the tempta- 
tion also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). 

I cannot do it alone; 

The waves run fast and high, 
The fogs close chill around, 
And the light goes out in the sky; 
But I know that we two shall win in the 


end— 
Jesus and I. 


Coward and wayward and weak, 

I change with the changing sky, 
Today so eager and brave, 

Tomorrow not caring to try; 
But He never gives in, so we two shall 

win— 
Jesus and I. 
—Dan Crawford. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning Judy will finish the 

story of “The Job He Hated.” Then 
we will learn the “Golden Rule Song” 
from our chorus sheets. The music for 
this is in the back of the book, “The 
Enemy Guest.” 

Last week we talked about the influ- 
ence of the Church on society. The 
Church civilized the so-called Christian 
world by holding up the Bible standards 
of righteousness and love for others. 
The Church is still the greatest influ- 
ence for good that this world has. But 
the commission the Lord gave the 
Church was not to make the world bet- 
ter, but to teach and td preach the Gospel, 
so that people may be saved from hell. 

Today’s lesson is about evangelizing 
our Own ‘community. How many of 
you remembered to write a short paper 
on “Why Everyone Needs To Be Saved”? 
I see Ann and Sandra each have one. 
Please read yours to us, Sandra, and 
then we will have Ann’s. 

Wuy EVERYONE SHOULD BE SAVED 

Those who accept Christ as Saviour 
are saved, and will never have to face 
judgment for their sins. Those who 
have not accepted Him are already lost. 
As soon as anyone receives Christ, he 
has everlasting life. Those who reject 


Him will never enter Heaven, but will 
suffer eternal punishment in hell. 
If you believe on the Lord Jesus 
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Christ, you will be born again. The 
Holy Spirit does this work in your 
heart when you receive Christ. This 
spiritual birth gives you eternal life, 
Wuy EverYONE SHOULD BE SaveD Now 

Many people say, “I don’t need to be 
Saved now. I'll get saved some other 
day when I have more time to think 
about it.” But the Bible says, “Remem- 
ber now thy Creator in tha days of thy 
youth” (Eccles. 12:1). That means we 
should accept Christ as our Saviour 
and start loving and serving Him now. 
We do not know when the Lord is com- 
ing, so we should be ready. It is won- 
derful to be a Christian. Jesus died for 
our sins so that we could be saved. If 
we believe on Him we will be saved. 

Thank you both. As we go on with 
today’s lesson, let us remember what 
these girls have told us about why peo- 
ple need salvation. 

Mark 5 tells how our Saviour healed 
a demon-possessed man. Turn to Mark 
5:18 to see what the man wanted to do 
after he was healed. (To stay with 
Jesus.) Right. He loved the one who 
had healed Him! But in verse 19, what 
did Jesus tell him to do? (Go home and 
tell his friends what the Lord had done 
for him.) Read verse 20 to see if he 
obeyed. (He did.) And all who heard 
his testimony marveled at what the 
Lord had done. We who are saved have 
not yet been taken to Heaven to be with 
the Lord we love. He has left us on 
earth to tell others what He has done 
for us, so that they may be saved, too. 

Read Luke 10:1, 2. The harvest is still 
great and the laborers are still few. A 
man delivered wood to our house a few 
years ago, Mother spoke to him about 
the Saviour. He said, “Lady, you're 
the first person I’ve met in all my life 
who cared enough to speak to me about 
my soul.” This man was born again. 
What if she had not spoken? 

Turn to Acts 5:42. How often did the 
early Christians speak of Christ? (Every 
day.) Right. They spoke of Him in 
the Temple and they spoke of Him in 
every house that they visited. What a 
splendid example to us! 

Now turn to 1 Thessalonians 1:6-10 to 
see how these new converts were wit- 
nessing for Christ. As far as we know 
Paul had spent only three weeks with 
them, yet they were better witnesses for 
Christ than some who have heard of Him 
all their lives. Notice that they wit- 
nessed by their lives as well as by their 
words. Their faith in Christ was spoken 
of everywhere because their lives 
proved that it was real. They sounded 
out the Word of the Lord everywhere. 
Next Sunday we will talk more about 
getting the Gospel to all the world. But 
this week let us concentrate on getting 
it to someone in our community. 

It is not as difficult as Satan would 
like us to believe. Just a simple sen- 
tence when you are alone with another 
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girl may give the opportunity. You 
might say, “I’m so happy knowing the 
Lord as my Saviour that I long to have 


you know Him, too.” You might begin 
by telling her of an answer to prayer 
you have had. Ask the Lord to guide 
you, but do speak to someone of Christ. 
Remember that if you do not, perhaps 
no one ever will. We will close our 
class with a moment of silent prayer 
to ask the Lord to show us someone to 
whom we can witness this week. 


Next quarter we will use Emmy Lou Mur- 
phy’s red silhouette pictures, “Landmarks of 
Exodus,” companion set to her black sil- 
houette pictures, ‘“‘Landmarks of Genesis,” 
which we used last year (each set 40c, or 
two for 75c), and the Scripture Catechism 
Card, “Man’s Responsibility to God,” 20c a 
doz.). Both may be ordered from V. D. Gun- 
derson, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
pd 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Witnessing for Jesus 
(Luke 8:26-29, 35, 36, 38, 39) 
ISTRIBUTE the paper keys among 
the members of the class for re- 
view, having the verse about “light” last. 
How much light did you give for the 
Lord Jesus this past week? 

Once there was a man in terrible 


darkness. We would call him a crazy 
man now. He would not keep any 
clothes on. He would not stay home, 


but hid away in caves where the dead 
were buried. People were. afraid of him. 
They tried to chain him, but he broke 
the chains and ran away into the coun- 
try. No one could do a thing with him. 
No one dared go near where he was, 
Day and night he wandered about the 
hills and graves, shrieking, and cutting 
himself with stones. Covered with dried 
blood and filth, raving and screaming 
—hair matted—nails like claws—fiend- 
ish face, what a fearful sight he was! 
An army of evil spirits made their home 
in him. He was the “awfulest” a man 
could be. 

One day the Lord sailed right over 
to the part of the country where this 
wild, crazy man lived. This man with 
all the evil spirits saw the Lord a long 
way off and came rushing over to Him. 
But instead of hurting Him, he threw 
himself down before the Lord and beg- 
ged Him not to hurt him! The Lord 
told the demon spirits to get out. They 
went into a herd of two thousand hogs 


- pasturing somewhere near, And whoosh! 


Like mad the hogs all suddenly rushed 
down the hillside, over a steep cliff, 
into the lake below, and were drowned. 
The crazy man sat there, listening to 
the Lord, quiet and _ well-behaved. 
Someone tossed him a robe. He wrap- 
ped it around him. 

The news spread; people came to see: 
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Such strange happenings! They were 
afraid. They begged Jesus ‘to leave. 
Back He went and got into the boat. 
The man who had once been so wild 
followed and begged to go with Him. 
But Jesus would not let him. Instead 
He sent him home to tell his family 
and neighbors what wonderful things 
the Lord had done for him. The man 
went around his home town and all 
that part of the country, telling how 
the Lord had saved him from his ter- 
rible condition and made him well, Peo- 
ple listened and looked and wondered. 

Show souvenir spoons or other arti- 
cles. Briefly indicate what each recalls. 
Every one of us should be a souvenir, 
a reminder of what the Lord can do! 
Even a smile can tell. In London an 
old man stopped a lady one day and 
said: “Excuse me, ma’am, but I want 


to thank you for something.” “Thank 
me!” exclaimed the lady. “Yes’m. I 
used to be ticket collector ..., and 


whenever you used to go by you allays 
give me a cheerful smile and a ‘good 
mornin’,’ and you don’t know what a 
difference it made to me. Wet or fine, 
it was allays the same, and I thinks to 
meself, ‘Wonder where she gets her 
smile from; one cannot be allays happy, 
yet she seems to,’ and I know’d that 
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American 
Scripture Gift Mission 


Offers you an opportunity to proclaim 
Christ Crucified and Risen this Easter 
season. Use our attractive 
3%" x 5%" 4-page leaflet of 
Bible verses setting forth 
these truths. 

This purple printed witness 
can be conveniently mailed or 
carried in pocket or purse for 
individual use. Excellent for ° 
distribution at Church services or other 
meetings. Order your copies of “He is 
Risen” now. Only 50c per 100, postpaid. 


American Scripture Gift Mission, Inc. 
Room 600, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 7, Pa. 
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ee “He is Risen.” 
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It is our aim to present the Gospel of our 
Lord to His people, through His people. This 
we are doing on four continents and in thir- 
teen countries, including Israel where new 
converts who meet antagonism are supported. 


Hebrew Christians seek opportunity to train 
as missionaries, evangelists, doctors, and 


teachers. 


Rev. Jacob Peltz win others. 


They need your help so they may 


The distress of our Lord’s 


brethren must be alleviated. 


Hebrew Christians must be shepherded and encouraged in 
their witness for Christ. The little ones in our Children’s Home 
and the elderly in the Homes for the Aged must be sustained. 
Please help with your prayers and gifts. 


Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 


5630-T N. Campbell Ave. 
Chicago 45, Illinois 





Canada 


91-T Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 

















168 





(12) * 





MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 


Were sold in 1953 b 
Clubs, Groups, etc. hey enable you to 
money for your treasu and make friends for for 
your organization. 

Samples FREE to Officials 
AANGAMON MILLS 


monies of Basics, 








s 
Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y. 








“SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE” 


A timely, Christ- honoring, soul-stirring tract! Free 
copies for distribution in Christ’s name. Write: E. 
Stevens, 5250 Pedley Road, Riverside, Calif. 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
Dept. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. SY 


The POWER“ 
of LIFE and,,\ “ 
DEATH! = Go 


A strong statement! Yet it is true that the 
Lord's people in America hold this power over 
many needy Hebrew-Christians behind the 
Iron Curtain. The help they are receiving 
means the difference between survival and 
slow ‘death from exposure and starvation 
Anti-semitism is still active in communist 
dominated areas 

In the many other areas—in America, 
Europe, Israel, India, Africa and Mexico—your 
fellowship can mean the difference between 
eternal life and eternal darkness as our mis- 
sionaries seek to win to Christ the lost sheep 
of the House of Israel. 

Your prayers and fellowship are 
urgently needed. 

Write for free co of our 
magazine, THE EV RLASTING 
NATION, with its most inform- 
ing articles and reports of world 
Jewry. 


Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
‘Dr. Robert G. Lee, Chairman Advisory Board 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 
[BJM JEWISH MISSIONS, INC 
Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Ga 
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there smile must come from inside 
somehow. Then one mornin’ you comes 
by and you had a little Bible in yer 
hand, and I says to meself, ‘P’r’aps 
that’s where she gets her smile from.’ 
So as I went home that night I bought 
a Bible, and I’ve been readin’ it, and 
I’ve found Christ, and now I can smile, 
too, and I want to thank yer” (Illustra- 
tion Round Table). 

“Shew how great things God hath 
done unto thee” (Luke 8:39, Memory 
Verse. Key word: “Shew.”) What has 
God done for you? Have you showed 
it to anyone in words? People can see, 
too. When you go home, are you “wild 
Indians, whooping it up,” after being in 
Sunday school for an hour? Or do you 
go home quietly, though happily, re- 
membering it is the Lord’s Day, and 
the Lord’s house from which you come? 
What other ways can you witness for 
the Lord Jesus at home and school and 
in the community? 

ORONO, MAINE, 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Room for All.—. . . The labourers are 
few ... (Luke 10:2, Golden Text). George 
A. Fox, in “Life Without End,” wrote: 
“A scientist! was studying snowflakes. 
He began by photographing them 
through a microscope, and found that 
every snowflake was a mathematically 
perfect arrangement. About 2,000 pho- 
tographs were taken, and close exami- 
nation revealed the astonishing fact 
that among these there was not one 
duplicate design: each wag perfect and 
unique. Is it conceivable that the di- 





1The Sunday School Times, in the issue of 
March 19, 1932, published an article by Dr. 
E. J. Pace telling of the work of Wilson A. 
Bentley of Jericho, Vt., who photographed 
through a microscope thousands of snow crys- 
tals, never finding two alike. 








The Role of the Sunday School. By J. Edgar Hoover, Director, F.B.I. 
This reprint of Mr, Hoover's article on the role of the Sunday school dur- ‘ 
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vine wisdom and love which, in order 
to show us His glory and add to your 
pleasures, created each snowflake after 
a new pattern, should create your life 
and mine in His own image, without a 
unique and complete design? No! In 
every one of us there is hidden a unique 
combination of gifts and capacities 
which He alone knows, and which only 
His power can bring to perfection. For 
each there is a purpose and a ministry 
such as no other life can fill.” So the 
laborers are not “few” because few are 
competent to do God’s work: “there’s 
room enough for all.”—Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Point Him Out.—Tell them how great 
things the Lord hath done for thee 
(Mark 5:19). Some years ago, two boats 
were passing each other on the Missis- 
sippi, when an old Negro said to a 
white passenger as he pointed to the 
other boat, “Look, yonder’s the cap- 
tain!” When asked for an explanation, 
he said, “Years ago, we were goin’ along 
like this and I fell overboard and the 
captain rescued me. And since then, [ 
just loves to point him out!” Some 
years ago this writer was overboard 
in water too deep for his wit and will 
to navigate. But the Captain of our 
salvation leaped overboard from Glory 
to rescue him. And I just love to point 
Him out!—From “Jesus Only,” by Vance 
Havner. .Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Not in Vain.—They ceased not to teach 
and preach Jesus Christ (Acts 5:42). 
Mr. G. J. Byrnell, a Scripture reader 
attached to an English regiment during 
the Boer War, related the following: 
“There was a certain young fellow in 
our regiment whom we had long been 
trying to influence, with no apparent re- 
sponse. The first occasion that the 
regiment was under fire he, fell, mor- 
tally wounded. I hurried to his side, 
and asked whether there were any mes- 
sages he would like me to send home 
for him. ‘Yes,’ he replied eagerly, 
‘write to my mother. Tell her that I 
died a Christian; and write to my old 
Sunday school teacher, Miss ——; tell 
her I haven't forgotten the lessons she 
used to teach me at Sunday school years 
ago. And then he passed away. I 
wrote those two'letters without delay. 
To the first there was for a long time 
no reply. The poor mother was too 
broken-hearted to write; but to the sec- 
ond a reply arrived by return of post. 
‘May God forgive me,’ it read. ‘I gave 
up teaching at Sunday school some 
years ago, because it seemed all in 
vain.’”—From the Methodist Recorder. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


They Love a Fellow Over There.— 
And daily in the temple, and in every 
house, they ceased not to teach and 
preach Jesus Christ (Acts 5:42). Mr. 
Moody tells of a little street urchin in 
Chicago who went many, many blocks 
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city, passing church and Sunday school 
after church and Sunday school to the 
‘church served by Mr. Moody. A Sun- 
day school teacher stopped him one 
morning and said, “Where are you go- 
ing?” He said, “To Mr. Moody’s Sun- 
day school.” He said, “Why, that is 
many, many blocks away. Come into 
my class in this Sunday schoo] near by.” 
The boy said, “No.” The teacher per- 
sisted and finally asked the boy why 
he went so far through the cold across 
the city to Mr. Moody’s Sunday school. 
He said, “Because they love a fellow 
over there!” Lost souls are looking for 
love; they are longing for love; and if 
they find it not in our hearts and the 
atmosphere we created in our churches 
and Sunday schools, then they will go 
limping down to hell without it!— 
From “A Search for Souls,” by Scar- 
borough. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


Making Him Real.—So that ye were 
ensamples to all that believe (1 Thess. 
1:7). A prominent man in the business 
world expressed to a friend his keen 
desire for something real in life. “How 
about God?” asked his friend. “He is 
very real to some of us.” “Well,” was 
the reply, “if He is, why don’t all of you 
begin to make Him real to the rest of 
us? He can’t be very real to most 
Christians or they wouldn’t succeed so 
well in keeping Him out of all their 
conversation.” If our religion is worth 
anything at all, it is worth sharing with 
others, and we can convince them best 
by living a genuinely Christian life.— 
From Grace and Truth. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


One Thing Lacking. — From you 
sounded out the word of the Lord (1 
Thess. 1:8). When the architect of the 
Royal Exchange in London asked the 
Prince Consort what he thought of the 
building, he replied: “One thing is 
lacking.” “What, sir, is that?” “There 
is no acknowledgment of God,” said the 
noble Prince. Whereupon he was asked 
to design the inscription we see upon 
it today: “The earth is the Lord’s and 
the fulness thereof."—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by the Rev. 
Norman Hillyer, Holly Park, Crouch 
Hill, London, Eng. 


Not One Refused—What manner of 
entering in we had unto you, and how 
ye turned to God from idols to serve 
the living and true God (1 Thess. 1:9). 
When the crew of the submarine 
Squalus realized that they had taken 
their last dive and were lying helpless 
at the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean, 240 
feet below the surface, they sent up 
smoke flares and a buoy. Would one 
of the sister ships find them, and if so 
could they be rescued? Their help must 
come from above. In agonizing silence 
they waited: Soon after that fatal dive 
the submarine Sculpin set out in search. 


across the frozen streets of the great 
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A TERRIFIC EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE 
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Here is the newest contribution 
by, this popular author to meet 
the demand for activity sugges- 
tions. This book has hundreds of 
handcraft ideas for young people 
9-14. Such virtually useless items 
as burnt-out bulbs, cardboard 
boxes, broken clothespins, etc 
are the basic ingredients for 
scores of useful and decorative 
handcrafts such as sewing bas- 
kets, magazine racks, peg boards, 
etc 


Illustrated Paper, $1.50 


Hobby Fun 


Complete instructions for over 490 
hobbies and activities, such as 
Things to collect — autographs, 
driftwood,: etc 
Things to make — camping gear, 
puppets. etic 

hings to do — dramatics, field 
trips, magic, etc 
Interesting for those of teen age 
and older 
Paper, illustrated. $1.00 


ORDER FROM 





make handcrafts include aquari- 
ums, aprons, games and other 
useful and economical items. Per- 
fect gifts for parents and wonder- 
ful toys for the boys and girls 


themselves 
75_"" x 1034" Paper, $1.50 


By Vernon and Carolyn Howard 


Easy Handcrafts for Juniors 


The projects described in this 
handy little book are useful as 
gilts, in decorating children’s 
rooms, etc. Each handcraft is il- 
lustrated and clearly explained 
in simple language. 


6" x 9°’; 64 pages Paper, $1.00 


500 Things For Boys 
and Girls To Do 


This book abounds in illustrated 
handcrafts and activities for boys 
and girls of beginner's age. 

Paper, illustrated. $1.00 


Zondervan Publications 
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“HOW GREAT THOU ART” 


*REE COPIES of this greatly blessed hymn available 
or churches, choirs, individuals. close postage. 
jtate number required. INDO-BURMA PIONEER 
AISSION, 989 Bay Street, Toronto, Canada. 


Where Did the Bible Get Its Authority? 


Widespread advertising by the Church of 
Rome claims that the church invested the 
Bible with authority. Where was the authority 
for faith before Christ? before the church? 


Read the answer in: 


The Bible and the Church, Which Came First? 


Oliver W. Price has added six chapters to a ponies 
series used in The Times forming a new book of 
112 pages for $1 suitable for distribution to Catho- 
lics. Order from the author, 


Box 9081, Oklahoma City 15, Okla. 
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white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
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correspondence school; literature distri- 
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Talmage Payne, Director 
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The red smudge was found, then the 
buoy. But twenty-four hours passed 
before actual réscue work could be 
started. A giant ten-ton diving bell dip- 
ped and rose again and again, each 
time taking several men alive from those 
awful depths, until all thirty-three men 
‘alive in the submarine had been res- 
cued. When that huge diving bell came 
down for the Squalus crew,’ not one 
sailor refused to be rescued; not one 
said, “I will think it over”; or, “There 
are hypocrites on the Sculpin and I want 
nothing to do with them”; or, “I will 
wait for a more convenient season.” 
Not one said, “I am in good condition 
as I am”; or, “I'll wait until I get mar- 
ried”; or, “There is too much to give 
up.” Not one said, “I don’t understand 
the workings of that diving bell”; or, “I 
don’t féel like being rescued”; or, “T’ll 
think about it until tomorrow.” Not 
one of them found fault with the res- 
cuing crew, as some find fault with the 
preacher. Not one said, “I can’t hold 
out”; or, “Next year will be soon 
enough.” All gladly accepted the way 
to safety—From Dr. Robert G. Lee, in 
Christianity Today. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AVE you ever wished that you could 

be a missionary when you grow 
up? Maybe you have felt that God 
wants you to serve Him in India or 
Africa or South America. ‘To serve the 
Lord in a faraway land is a wonderful 
thing indeed. But remember this: 
crossing an ocean does not make you 
a missionary. Nor will you ever be 
much of a missionary until you start 
being a missionary at home. Within 
the next three weeks we shall be think- 
ing and hearing a great deal about the 
death of God’s dear Son on the cross of 
Calvary. Between now and Easter we 
could tell many, many people (people 
who do not know why the Lord Jesus 
died) about the One who wants to be 
the Saviour of all. 

Here is what we are going to do: At 
the end of today’s lesson, we are going 
to make tiny flannel boards like mine. 
See, I have the flannel and cardboards 
and paste right here. Each of you will 
receive three pieces of colored paper 
—red, black, and white—on which are 
drawn crosses. These you will cut out. 
Now, since I have my tiny one all 
ready, I will show you how you can 
use yours. (Teacher: Here tell simply 
the story of the death of the Lord Jesus. 
His is the red cross. The black cross, 
obviously, suggests the thief who re- 
fused to receive the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the Saviour. The white cross stands 
for the repentant thief. If you use con- 
struction paper and rough up the back 
with sandpaper, the crosses will adhere 
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to. the boards very well. We suggest 
using light blue flannel on the boards, 
so that the colored crosses show up well. 


The boards need not be larger than \ 


3x5 inches. They could be even smaller. 
By folding an envelope flap with the 
paste side outside, you can seal it easily 
to the back of the board. This provides 
a handy pocket in which the figures 
may be kept. In keeping with this 
week’s lesson, the children should tell 
the story of Christ’s death to those near 
them—at’ home and school. This is 
community evangelism. In connection 
with next week’s lesson, World Evange- 
lism, they should be encouraged to go 
farther afield. One little girl went to 
the dry cleaner. They could take their 
boards to the store when they go on 
errands for Mother. The storekeeper 
might listen to the lesson. A number 
of children who have been provided 
with miniature flannel boards have told 
the lesson to their schoolteacher. On 
more than one occasion the teacher has 
asked that, in turn, the child tell it to 
the entire classroom! Set apart these 
little tools by a dedicatory prayer, and 
trust God to use your pupils and these 
objects to spread the Good News as 
mentioned in 1 Cor. 15:3, 4.) 

Why is it that we should seek to tell 
others about the Lord Jesus? It is be- 
cause we want to obey Him, His great- 
est concern is that people everywhere 
may learn of the salvation that they 
may -have through faith in Him. He 
commanded, “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture” (Mark 16:15). And, “Ye shall be 
witnesses unto me . . . in Jerusalem” 
(Acts 1:8). Jerusalem was the home 
town of those to whom He spoke. Even 
so, it is His desire that we should be 
witnesses beginning in our homes, 

Once, while the Lord Jesus was on 
earth, a poor, wretched man saw Him. 
The man had no clothes on. He lived 
in a cave (tomb) in the mountain— 
unloved, feared, frightened. He had a 
strange illness that affected his mind 
and his whole body, a disease with 
which we are not acquainted here to- 
day. (Demon possession need not be 
discussed with your Primaries.) Some- 
thing inside that man, however, made 
him know the very moment that he 
saw the Lord Jesus that He was the 
Son of God. He fell at the feet of the 
Saviour, praying for help. Quicker than 
that (Teacher, snap your fingers), the 
man was healed. Immediately afterward 
he got some clothes. Then he sat down 
to listen to the Lord Jesus preach. In 
obedience to His command, the man 
went to his home town and told every- 
one about God’s Son. Why? Because 
he loved the Lord Jesus. And because 
he was obedient to the Son of God, he 
wanted others to believe and receive 
Him. This week we, too, shall obey 
Him as we witness for Him, 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa, 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 163) 


1. That He would leave their district 
(Mark 5:17). 

2. That He might go with Jesus (Mark 
5:18). 

3. He wanted a witness in Gadara, 
and it was best for this man to witness 
where he was known. 

4. In connection with the appointment 
of the Twelve (Matt. 9:36 to 10:1) and 
the sending out of the Seventy (Luke 
10:1, 2). 

5. They were made the answers to 
their own prayer. 

6. It indicates the strenuous itinerary 
which He planned for Himself. 

7. In the Temple and in their homes. 

8. It urged them to more eager min- 
istry. 

9. Affliction, and joy in the Holy Spirit 
(1 Thess, 1:6). 

10. Macedonia and Achaia (1 Thess. 
1:8), 

ELMHusRsT, ILL, 

+ 4 


Children at Home 


Tafota's Penny 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


AFOTA, who was just ten, lived with 

her widowed mother in a little hut 
on one of the small islands in the South 
Seas. She was a happy little girl until 
one day when something happened as 
she was playing on the seashore with 
some other children. 

Two white men appeared and stood 
watching the children at their games. 
One of them who was a doctor visiting 
the governor of the island turned to 
his companion and said: “I can see 
that that child over there has patches 
of leprosy on her neck. She should be 
sent away from her village at once or 
the disease will spread, especially among 
the children.” 

Tafota became frightened when she 
noticed the doctor looking at her so 
closely and she ran home to her mother. 

That evening the. village chief came 
to their little hut and said: “You must 
send your child away because she has 
the dreaded sickness. The foreign medi- 
cine man said so when he saw her play- 
ing on the beach today, and the gov- 
ernor’s order is that she go to Pedé at 
once.” 

“Oh, please let her stay until Mon- 
day,” pleaded the poor mother, “I want 
to make a good-by feast for her, and 
she must have a new frock.” 

“Well then, Monday, at the latest, you 
must take her to the Pedé Colony.” This 
was a very lonely little cove at the edge 
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of the sea where a few lepers lived in 
huts. 


Tafota’ss mother was very poor, but 
somehow she managed to make a quite 
gay, colorful frock which helped to com- 
fort her distressed little girl. 

“Do not cry any more, Tafota; I will 
come often to visit you—and just see 
the fine feast we shall have on Sunday! 
The neighbors have been very kind to 
send us fish, coconuts, and eggs, and 
with the yams from our garden we shall 
have a wonderful time.” 


On Sunday, Tafota, in her gay new 
frock, went to Sunday school for the 








* (15) 171 


Sccofteld Bibles a rreiiner pec 
size as well as 35 other 
styles to choose from. 

Write for Scofields and 
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McGUFFEY’S READERS 
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Second Reader 2.50 Fifth Reader- - - 3.50 
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pages. 544” x 84” : 
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of the best and most complete available. Contains 
over 400 illustrations. 818 pages $3.50 
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last time, and she tried not to cry when 


ON PRICES the children sang: 

ACCORD! aap Jesus will not leave you, 
He’s with you all the way; 

There, fear not, little sister, 


He'll keep you safe each day. 


When evening came the courtyard of 
their little hut was filled with neigh- 
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this dreaded disease, especially Thy lit- 
tle one, Tafota.” 

Next morning Tafota’s mother took 
her to the lonely place called Pedé 
where some four or five island folk had 
leprosy and lived in little huts above 
a small beach. There was plenty of fish 
to be caught and coconut trees around, 
so with a small grant from the govern- 
ment the hut dwellers were reasonably 
well off, but they were old people and 
hopeless of eyer becoming better. They 
did not trouble about Tafota who had 
to go about by herself exploring the 
rocky cove. 

At first it was all rather new and she 
enjoyed her freedom, for the two old 
women in the colony seldom spoke to 
her, so she just did as she pleased. The 
disease did not spread much at first, and 
her mother was allowed to come to see 
her every month. 

However, Tafota began after some 
months to grow very tired of her sur- 
roundings and she longed to go home. 
Her pretty frock was now torn and 
faded and though she washed it out 
often it had become very ragged. She 
felt sorry about this because her mother 
had always taught her to be clean and 
tidy. 

Then a thought struck her—she would 
go to the nearby cliffs and gather mush- 
rooms. Dried in the hot sun, she could 
sell them to the old man who kept a 
stall on the roadside leading to the 
colony. So she set to work at once, but, 
alas, for a whole basketful she received 
only a well-worn penny. That would 
never be enough to buy even half of 
the material her mother would need to 
make her a dress. Feeling greatly 
disappointed and sad, she flung herself 
down on the roadside and sobbed aloud, 

Suddenly she heard a kind voice be- 
side her and looked up. “What is the 
matter, little one? Tell me your 
trouble.” P 

Tafota saw a young men, evidently 
a stranger from one of the other islands, 
looking down at her so kindly that she 
stopped crying and told him her story. 

“Well, now,” he said, “I am a Chris- 
tian preacher from the big island over 
yonder. I have come to visit this little 
leprosy settlement here at Pedé. We 
have a fine Home over there and I won- 
dered if I could persuade any of the 
poor sufferers here to come for treat- 
ment.” 

Then the young man talked a long 
time to Tafota and told her about the 
good kind doctor who healed people, 
and helped everyone, 

“Will you give me your penny, Ta- 
fota? I think I can use it to get that 
new dress you need, and J have an idea 
that the penny may help. If I can per- 
suade your mother to let you come to 
that Home on our island, you may be 
healed.” 

Tafota looked trustingly into the kind 
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face and put her penny gladly into his 
hand. 

“Now I will go to.see your mother 
and I feel sure that all will be well for 
you.” 

There was new hope in Tafota’s heart 
for she was very tired of her lonely 
life. Every day she prayed, “Oh, 
Heavenly Father, please, please, do help 
me to get away from this place, and 
make me better. It is so dreadfully 
lonely, and I am so unhappy here!” 

When the young preacher returned to 
the large island he went to the Christian 
Church where he told the pastor all 
about Tafota “and showed him her 
penny. It happened that the yearly 
United Church gatherings were just 
about to be held and he asked if he 
might on the opening day tell of his 
visit to the small leper colony. This 
was readily granted, so he told Tafota’s 
story very touchingly, and showed the 
people her old worn penny, so that all 
present wanted to help. “My hope is 
to get enough money to bring her here 
to our Leprosy Home where such mir- 
acles of hehling are taking place daily. 
I have made up a little song called 
‘Tafota’s Penny,’ and I with some of 
our young people would like to sing it 
to you.” 

Though I’m only a humble penny, 

I want to be used of God 
In helping a little suff'rer; 
Please give all you can afford. 

A cloth was laid on the grass under 
the coconut trees and coins both large 
and small were thrown into it. The 
pile grew higher and higher, with 
clothes, eatables, and salable articles, so 
that when the gifts were finally offered 
to God there was a very liberal] amount. 

The young preacher was overjoyed 
and exclaimed: “God bless you, dear 
brothers and sisters. I am so grateful 
to you all. Now I can return to the 
island and bring that poor little girl 
over here to our Home where, I am sure, 
He will enable us to heal her. I believe 
that Tafota will grow up to be a bless- 
ing to her people and faithfully serve 
our Lord and Master.” 

The young preacher’s words came true 
in the years that followed, and Tafota’s 
penny is still kept in a little wooden 
box hanging on the wall of the church 
to remind people that though small and 
useless in itself, God used it to bring 
blessing and healing to many others. 


WortTuHinc, Sussex, Enc. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
Seeing Some Natural Wonders 


(Continued from page 161) 


a member, may be sure of a carefree 
and restful trip. Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 
of the Times, will lead the tour, and 
will be accompanied by Mrs. Jaeger. 
You may obtain the attractive, illus- 
trated folder which gives costs and de- 
tails, by writing to Mr. Jaeger, The 
Sunday School Times Co., 325 North 
13th St., Philadelphia 5, 


The Healing Waters of Jordan 


(Continued from second page) 


for the incensistent lives of those who 
profess to be Christ’s disciples, the man 
who deliberately chooses “Abana and 
Pharpar,” and turns from the Gospel 
of grace to his own resources, however 
ample they miay be, misconceives the 
deeper problems of his life; he also mis- 
reads his own past; for again and again 
has he washed in these same waters; 
again and again has he put himself,to 
the test, and found himself wanting in the 
moment of crisis. The man who turns 
from the Gospel of grace misreads the 
promise of the evangel, and the claim 
and call of the Redeemer. It is because 
your choice is the key to your destiny 
that I would be faithful in speaking to 
you thus, and in warning you from mak- 
ing choice which can only end disas- 
trously for time and for eternity. 


Geographically, these three rivers 
took their rise in the same hills of God. 
Their sources were only separated by 
a short distance. A man’s power of cul- 
ture, his energy of resolve, which are, 
indeed, gifts of God, may do much for 
him, but they cannot deal with leprosy. 
That is where they come short. There 
are many things to be said in favor of 
“Abana and Pharpar” from Naaman’s 
point of view. They flow through ver- 
dant landscapes, and wonderful scenery, 
past the flashing palaces of Damascus. 
Stately and great are these rivers. But 
in Syria there is not only beauty, but 
leprosy! .There are not only verdant 
landscapes, there are broken hearts; 
there are men there who are in the grip 
of an incurable disease. There is not 
only the great, spacious outlook of the 
Syrian land, but there is the darkened 
outlook of men who know that their 
only escape from the corruption that 
has seized them is by way of the valley 
of the shadow of death. With a leper 
there is only one thing that counts, and 
that is, How to get rid of his leprosy. 
He knows that his days are numbered; 
he knows that the disease is working 
within him; that he is getting no better, 
but is, rather, getting worse each day. 
And all the resources of men, however 
generously they may be applied to him, 
do not begin to touch his problem. A 
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JEHOVAH 
JIRER! 





So Abraham named the place where 
God stayed his hand and provided a 
lamb for the sacrifice instead of his 
son Isaac— ‘The Lord will provide.”’ 


And almost a thousand years later 
David declared, “Thou preparest a 
table before me in the presence of mine 

. enemies.” 


Today, we of the American Board 
of Missions to the Jews humbly and 
wholeheartedly thank God for His 
unfailing providence as our 63rd An- 
nual Report is presented. The table 
that is spread before us each day 
is a plentiful one, but far transcending 
the merciful and ample supply is the 
fact that it is our Lord Himself who 
prepares the table. 


As we scan the Annual Report, we 
ask in wonder, ‘How is all this pos- 
sible?” Brethren, there is only one 
reason—He who even in the very 
midst of enemies supplies our ever 
need. Jehovah Jireh — the Lord will 
provide. Without fanfare or drive He 
tenderly provides our necessities. We 
simply carry out the task He has 

iven us. How we thank God for 
imself! 


The table He has pre is sur- 
rounded by faithful Christian friends 
who loyally support the work with 
their prayers and sacrificial giving. 


And there is another marvelous 
rovision which our Lord has spread 
fore us in the group of consecrated 
businessmen who serve on our Board 
of Directors often to the neglect of per- 
sonal affairs of pressing importance. 


But even this is not all. There are 
the missionary workers laboring in the 
vineyard day in and day out truly in 
the presence of enemies, for Jewish 
mission work is not an easy task. 


If you are led to share in this work 
with your prayers and gifts, let us 
send you the Annual Report Number 
of our magazine + THE CHOSEN 
PEOPLE. Fill in the coupon and 
mail today. 








AMERICAN BOARD OF Missions ™ "| 


TO THE JEWS, Ine. | 
236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 
New York 23, N. Y. | 
Canadian Office: 


39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 


God bless your efforts to evangelize the Jews. 
Please send me a copy of the Annual Report 
‘ Number of THE CHOSEN PEOPLE. 








Name | 
Address | 
| City EO 
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man who may not be so afflicted may 
be concerned with his money-making 
and his pleasure-seeking, and a thou- 
sand and one other things; but when 
a man knows himself to be a leper, 
“Abana and Pharpar” only serve to 
make vivid to that man’s consciousness 
his need of “Jordan,” and all that “Jor- 
dan”. stands for. How true it is that 
the heart is the best and most reliable 
theologian when it is most sincere re- 
garding its own needs! 

I call you to witness today, you who 
have tried these things, you who have 
imagined that your salvation lay along 
these very lines—when you have done 
all these things, does not your heart 
cry out for a security, for a certainty, 
which these things cannot give you? 
Does not your heart cry out for strength 
to live out your convictions? Strength 
to enable you to resist temptation? 
Does not your whole soul ery out for 
the salvation of God? “Are not Abana 
and Pharpar . . . better than all the 
waters of Israel?” Well, are they? Judge 
by the test of your own experience. 
Let your own heart answer the ques- 
tion. Are you less a victim of pride 
and prejudice and selfishness than you 
were when you first began to try these 
things? Do you know more of the lib- 
erty that is in Christ? Are you walk- 
ing in communion with Him, doing 
His will, rejoicing in fellowship with 
Him? Is that your experience? If not, 
then I call you today to be true to the 
best and sincerest instincts within you. 
“Go ... wash in Jordan... and thou 
shalt be clean.” 

This is the glory of the Gospel of 
Christ. This is the wonderful sufficiency 
of its appeal. Not that it is a philosoph- 
ical problem, but a purifying power. 
Not that it gives men a new definition 
of God, but a new dynamic from God 
—cleansing, healing, purifying them. For 
the fact is that on Jordan’s banks men 
meet God. At the cross, of which Jor- 
dan is but a symbol, men meet God 
manifest in the flesh, God suffering for 
man’s sin in the person of His Son, God 
dying that men may live. There we see 
the love of God in all its cleansing 
power. The real‘and final test is just 
this: Which of these rivers are you 
trusting in—the river of your own re- 
sources, or the river of God’s grace? 
“Abana and Pharpar .. . better than 
all the waters”—are they? If your heart 
says “No,” then come to the Fountain. 
Go, wash in Jordan, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son will cleanse you 
from all sin. 
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By the light of nature, we see God as 
a God above us; by the light of the Law, 
we see Him as a God against us; but by 
the light of the Gospel, we see Him as 
Immanuel, God with us, in our own 
nature, and (which is more) in our own 
interest.—Matthew Henry. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 16 


3. Prayer—A Joyous Power 
(Rom. 8:26; 1 John 5:1-15) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


Lord, what a change within us one short 


hour 
Spent in Thy presence will avail to 
make! 
What heavy burdens from our bosoms 
take! 
What parched grounds refresh as with a 
shower! 
We kneel, and all around us seems to 
lower; 
We rise, and all, the distant and the 
near, 
Stands forth in sunny outline, brave and 
clear; 
We kneel, how weak! we rise, how full of 
power! 
Why, therefore, should we do ourselves 


this wrong, 


Or others—that we are not always 
strong— . 
That we are sometimes overborne with 
care— 
That we should ever weak or heartless 
be, 
Anxious or troubled—when with us is 
prayer, 
And joy and strength and courage are 
with Thee? ' 


—Richard Chenevix Trench. 


HIS third in the series, “Habits That 

Strengthen,” is concerned with 
prayer. Notice that the emphasis in the 
topic is not so much on responsibility 
or duty, although these aspects cer- 
tainly exist in the Christian’s prayer 
life, but rather upon prayer as a joyous 
and uplifting source of power, 

If, as in last week’s prayer meeting, 
we may consider Bible reading and 
study as the Christian’s food, then we 
may well liken prayer to the Christian’s 
breath. There can be no question of 
the elements of duty and responsibility 
in the matter of breathing, but we do 
not think of these when we exercise the 
habit of breathing. We, breathe because 
it means our life and we look upon it 
as a joyous privilege and-source of 
health and strength to take into our 
bodies clean, fresh, wholesome air, 


4 


Prayer is a barometer of our spiritual 
climate. When we love someone, we 
like to talk with him, or just to be 
with him even without speaking. If 
we truly love God, we will want to be 
with Him, to talk with Him in prayer, 
and we shall not begrudge the time so 
spent. 

If we truly believe in God’s ability 
and willingness to guide and direct us, 
we shall want to go to Him to get in- 
struction and help and strength for each 
day, rather than to stumble along un- 
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certainly. There are many things in life 
that we cannot understand and _ that 
trouble us, until, like David, we come 
into God’s presence and let Him give 
us a glimpse of circumstances from His 
viewpoint (Psa. 73:12-19), and let Him 
quiet our concern and remove our 
doubts. 
ve 


God’s Word reveals that there are 
certain conditions that must be met if 
our praying is to be effective and if 
we are to experience the tremendous 
lift of seeing our prayers answered, 
Here are some of them. You will find 
others as you read and study the Bible 
and apply what you read to your own 
experience: 

1. Our prayers must be in accord 
with God’s will (1 John 5:14, 15). We 
may not always know exactly what 
God’s will is, but we can always pray 
with that provision the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself used in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, “Nevertheless not as I will, 
but as thou wilt” (Matt. 26:39). Fur- 
thermore, we have the promise that the 
Holy Spirit will help our limited knowl- 
edge and understanding, if we will let 
Him, and will even join: with us in our 
prayers so that God’s will may be done 
(Rom. 8:26). 

2. Our prayers are to be addressed to 
the Father, in Christ’s name (John 14: 
13, 14; 15:16) and in the power of the 
Holy Spirit (Eph. 6:18; Jude 20; Rom. 
8:26, 27). 

3. We must believe that God can and 
will answer our prayers (Matt. 21:22; 
Mark 11:24; Jas, 1:6). 

4. We are to “abide” in Christ, if we 
would have our prayers answered (John 
15:7). In other words, this means that 
we are to have no known sin uncon- 
fessed, and are to be living, as far as 
we have light, in obedience to God. The 
psalmist expressed this same thought 
when he wrote, “If I regard iniquity 
in my heart, the Lord will not hear me” 
(Psa. 66:18). 

5. There is to be an atmosphere of 
fervency (Jas. 5:16) and boldness (Heb. 
4:16) in our praying. God has bidden 
us to ask, seek, and knock (Matt. 7: 
7, 8). We would not be very much 
inclined to grant a favor to one who 
came to us, saying, “You wouldn’t want 
to do this for me, would you?” Cer- 
tainly a young lady would not be very 
flattered to have a young man say to 
her, “You wouldn’t want to go out with 
me tonight, would you?” Why, then, 
do we employ such diffidence in our 
requests to God? A Christian writer 
not long ago excoriated those who. pray 
in such a way that seems to demand 
that God do this or that. There must, 
of course, always be a spirit of rever- 
ence and humility in our praying, and 
yet God evidently honors those who are 
bold enough, on the ground of Christ's 
finished work, to be insistent in their 
praying; otherwise He would not have 
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written for our instruction, “Thus saith 
the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and 
his Maker, Ask me of things to come 
concerning my sons, and concerning the 
work of my hands command ye me” 
(Isa, 45:11). 

6. Our praying is to be without anz- 
ious care or concern (Phil. 4:6). We 
are to trust God and not to worry about 
the outcome or certainty of the answer. 

7. We are to pray with thanksgiving 
(Phil. 4:6). An ungrateful child is not 
on good ground for further favors. 

8. We are to pray without ceasing (1 
This does not mean that 
we are constantly to be repeating 
prayers, but it does mean that we are 
to be constantly in the attitude of prayer 
and in fellowship with God, much the 


* “same as abiding in Christ. 


9: We are to pray about everything 
that concerns us (1 Thess. 5:17). We 
Sometimes wrongly get the impression 
that we are to go to God only with the 
big things in our lives, forgetting that 
He wants us to come to Him with the 
little things as well, just as we would 
go to an earthly father. 
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As we think about these conditions 
that God has set down in His Word for 
effectual prayer, let us remember that 
He delights to give us good gifts (Matt. 
7:11; Luke 11:13). His answer may not 
always be “Yes.” Sometimes, in His 
wisdom, He must say “No” to our re- 
quests, but we have His assurance that 
“no good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk uprightly” (Psa. 84:11), 
and if we will come faithfully to Him 
with our requests, “the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus” (Phil, 4:7). 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 10 to 16 


Mon., Mar. 10.—Luke 8:26-33. 
A Man in Need. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A certain man, 
which had devils long time.” Dr, Luke 
was a true scientist. He made his in- 
vestigations scientifically, (See Luke 
1:1+4.) The man in need had mental, 
physical, and spiritual problems which 
only Christ could solve. The same soul 
problems face every sinner. (See Acts 
26:18.) We all need the Saviour’s mir; 
acle of deliverance from the powers 
of darkness, (See Eph. 2:1-8.) Have 
you been delivered? Pray for the Amer- 
ican-European Bethel Mission, Inc., Los 
Angeles; Calif. 


Tues., Mar. 11.—Mark 5:14-20. 
Opportunity at Home. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Go home to thy 
friends, and tell them how great things 
the Lord hath done for thee, and hath 
had compassion on thee.” The grace 
and kindness which the Lord showed 
to the demoniac put upon his delivered 
soul the responsibility to tell of it to 
others. Those who know us best are 
the best able to see the grace of God 
in our ransomed lives. They will be 
the most influenced by our testimony. 
Begin your witness for Christ at home. 
Pray for the Philadelphia Bible Insti- 
tute, Philadelphia, Pa, 


Wed., Mar. 12.—Luke 10:1-12. 
Seventy Evangelists. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “The Lord ap- 
pointed other seventy also, and sent 
them two and two before his face into 
every city and place, whither he himself 
would come.” These men. were ap- 
pointed to “prepare , . . the way of the 
Lord” in new areas of testimony. No 
higher or nobler work ever falls to 
anyone than that of preparing people 
to receive the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
Let every representative of Christ take 
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care how well and with what spirit he 
does this vital work.. Pray for the 
Carver Bible Institute, Inc., Atlanta, Ga. 


Thurs., Mar. 13.—Acts 18:24-28. 
An Evangelist at Work. 
PRAYER SvucGcesTions: “He mightily 
convinced the Jews, and that publickly, 
shewing by the scriptures that Jesus 
was Christ.” The double conversion of 
Apollos—first to John the Baptist and 
then to Christ—is worthy of serious 
consideration by all ministers. Know- 
ing “the way of God more perfectly” is 
the only way we ministers can really 
help those who have believed on Christ 
through grace. And it is only by the 
Scriptures that anyone can be persuaded 
that Jesus is Christ—the anointed, the 
Messiah. Pray for greatly improved 
ministries in our pulpits. 


Fri., Mar, 14.—Acts 19:13-20. 
The Gospel in Ephesus. 


PRAYER Svuccestions: “So mightily 
grew the word of God and prevailed.” 
God-managed and God-prospered evan- 
gelism is always perfectly successful. 
What we can do for. God is infinitely 
below what God can ‘do in and through 
us. In Christian work it matters most 
that God is the worker. Moses, the 
prophets, and the apostles have let us 
see what God can do through fragile 
human instruments. Have you learned 
to let God work in you to will and to 
do of His good pleasure? Pray for the 
World Presbyterian Missions, Inc., Wil- 
mington, Del. 


Sat., Mar. 15.—Acts 8:1-8. 
Scattered but Witnessing. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “They that were 
Scattered abroad went every where 
preaching the word.” God uses all 
kinds of providence to further his Gos- 
pel. As strange as His ways may seem 
with His servants who trust Him, yet 
they always work out as Paul says, 
“. . . the things which happened unto 
me have fallen out rather unto the fur- 
therance of the gospel .. .” (Phil. 1:12- 
14). Let the circumstances be what 
they may, God can be glorified in every 
situation, and Romans 8:28 can be your 
glorious experience. Pray fgr the Be- 
rean Bible School, Allentown, Pa. 


Sun., Mar. 16.—Col. 1:24-29. 
“Warning Every Man.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whom we 
preach, warning every man, and teach- 
ing every man in all wisdom; that we 
may present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus.” It is a dangerous thing 
to have the blood of any lost soul on 
your hands. Timidity in speaking up 
for Christ is a mark of unbelief and a 
way of life that\ greatly pleases our ad- 
versary the Devil. Boldness in speak- 
ing to those with whom we have con- 
tact is safe for us and good for them. 
Pray for boldness that you may be free 

from the blood of all people, 
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55 FEATURES... 7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE= 


THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F, C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 
READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice ofthe Supreme 
Court of Florida: “‘The inscription over the entrance of the 
Library of the Florida State College for Women in Tallahassee, 
Florida, is: 
‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 
Find Knowled¢ge.’ 


The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find the fullest 
spiritual truths and to gain the most complete knowledge of the 
Bible in the easiest way. For the past two years I have used the 
New Chain Reference Bible and I have found it the best of them 
all.” Dr. Robert G. Lee: “This is to testify that I have used the 
Thompson Chain Reference Bible for several years in my study of 
the Bible. I believe it is the very best on the market today. I wish 
that every reader of the Bible and every student of the Bible had 
a copy of this unusually helpful Bible.” The Late Dr. Walter A. 
Maier: “It has been a great help to me in my radio work, preach- 
ing, literary and editorial activities. I recommend it highly to pas- 
tors, teachers, students, and Bible readers."" Dr. J. A. Huffman: 
“I have never seen so much splendid help crowded into a single 


volume of the Bible.” Dr. Charles E. Fuller: “I wish every 
preacher and teacher of the Word had a copy of this most usable 
and logical reference work.”’ Dr. Harry Rimmer: “I feel that no 
student should be witHout this splendid aid to Bible study and 
instruction.” Dr. Leander S. Keyser: “The New Chain Reference 
Bible is a treasure-house of useful information. Surely, this is the 
Bible that ought to be in every home.” Dr. F. M. McConnell: 
“I firmly believe that a boy in the 7th grade can get more informa- 
tion from this Bible in two days than a preacher can get from an 
ordinary Bible in a week. It is a whole library in itself.” Dr. 
W. Graham Scroggie: “If anyone were to ask me, ‘I can afford 
to have one Bible only: what would you recommend me to get?’ I 
would say at once, ‘The New Chain Reference Bible.’ It is a 
marvel of compressed value, and represents more than thirty years 
of most diligent study. It supplies helps, which together can be 
found nowhere else.” Dr. H. Framer Smith: “I find that it sur- 
passes them all for real practical helps. To anyone desiring a better 
knowledge of the Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible.”" Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: “I wish I could 
influence every Christian to purchase one of these Bibles.” 


Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 


ou to study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of The Revised Version is given in the wide 

fe, with the Bible verses printed out in full undersuch sub- margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
jects as Faith—Unbelief, Love—Hatred, Courage—Fear, etc. portant difference in meaning occurs. 

33. Life Studies, such as Business Life, Home Life, Devo- 
tional Life, The Surrendered Life, ete. 


34. Bible Stories 7 Children. A list of 56 stories to be Be delle ce) Yourself! 


read from the Bibleitse . ; , ae 
35. Mcsaipe of wath ithe Old and New Testaments listed MRIS IRUIEME) (230 Me 
in Chronological Or equaled practical helps before you 


36. Parables of -~ "Old Testament. Parables of the New 
Testament, listing those given in One Gospel Only, those 
givenin Two, and those given in Three. 


buy any Bikle—or you may regret 


it as others have. Ask your pastor 























ings, Men's Meetings, Women's Meetings, Missionary Meet- 
ings, Young People’s Meetings, etc. 

11. ‘Special Bible Readings for private devotions and pub- 
lic services. New and different subjects. 

12. Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Paul. 

13. Special Portraits of Jesus. 

14. Chart of the Messianic Stars. 

15. Chart showing cause of the Babylonian agg 

16. Chart of the Temple of Truth, illustrating th 
mon on the Mount. 

17. Chart of Jesus’ Hours on the Cross. 

18. The Christian Workers’ Outi. Of special value to soul 
winners. 

19. All Prominent Bible Characters Classified, ain the 
Patriarchs, Leaders in Early Hebrew History, Courageous 
Reformers, etc., with meaning of their names given. 

20. Golden Chapters of the Bible. 


21. A Complete 1 Index of over seven thousand 
topics, names and places. 
2. 'SpeciabMemiory Verses selected from each Book of the 


ible. 
23. Chart Sho Seven Editions of Divine Law. 
> a h of the Prodiga| Son. 

25. Bible Mnemonics, or how to memorize. 









The Principles and Best Methods of Bible Study. 

7 Pictorial! I! —_— of the River of Inspiration. 

28. Bible Markings, Explaining best methods of marking 
one’s Bible. 

29. Concordance 

30. Atlas of 12 golored maps with index for quickly locat- 

ing places. 
Other Features In Text Cyclopedia 


$1. Topical Study of the Bible. Correlated Scriptures 
printed out in full under 2467 t and sub-topics. Three 

— as dams ro in any other Bib! 
udy of Great Truths of the Bible. Enables 
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37. Titles and Names of Christ; of the Holy Spirit; of God 
the Father; and of Satan. 

38. General Bible Prophecies. 

39. A List of the Prophets of the Bible. 

40. List of Judges of Israel and Judah given in Chronolog- 
ical Order. 

41. List of the Notable Women of the Bibl 

42. Mountains and Hills referred to in Pible, listing the 
Scenes of Great Events. 

43. Dictionary Material. 

44. Tables of Time, Money, Weights and Measures. 


Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 


45. The Historical Bridge, covering interval between the 
Old and New Testaments. 

46. Chart showing the History of the Apostles. 

47. Harmony of the Gospels, citing references in different 
Gospels where evenis are given. 

48. Calendar of the Christian Era. 

49. The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, Illus- 
trated with well-known paintings 
P = Chart of the Seven Churches of Asia, described by 

ohn. 

51. An Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missio: 
Work of the Early Church. = 

52. The prophesies Concerning Jesus and their Fulfillment, 
a a hronologically, with principal verses printed out 
in full. 

53. Map Showing "em Distances from Jerusalem 
to Various Historica! Points 

54. Showing the Interior Arrangement of the Temple 
at Jerusalem 

55. T hirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Jour- 
neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul, and the Journeys of the Children 
of Israel from Egypt to Canaan. These are separate maps, 
mind you—not several crowded together on one page. 


B.B. Kirkbride BIBLE CO.INC. 


K. OF P. BLDG. 
INDIANAPOLIS, 


INDIANA 


about it. No other Bible is so high- 
ly praised by so many renowned 
Bible Students. 


SEND NOW 
for this 
big FREE 


descriptive 


BOOK 
Agents Wanted 


B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE CO., INC., 
Dept. S-233 K. of P. Bidg. 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 


(C0 Without cost or obligation to me, send 
a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
Bible for a New Day,” and full particulars 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 
your New Chain Reference Bible. 













(C0 Send your special terms to Representa- 
tives. 


Name — 





Address — 
City. State. 
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